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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
Re; Martin Luther King, Jr. 
100-106670 


might desire to consult with Assistant Attorney General 
Antonin Scalia. (It will be recalled that early in 197 


Antonin Scalia. (It will be recalled that early in 1975, 
Assistant Director Mint* was present at a c<mference with 
Departmental officials, including Scalia and attorneys for 
the King family because of the family's desire to obtain the 
FBI's files on King). 


Shea aid he had no desire to hear the tapes which 
he frequently referred to as the "sex tapes" but wanted to have 
some idea of their contents. It was explained to him that wHLe 


some 


the tapes* contents were primarily of personal activities, they 
were not to the exclusion of other matters such as discussions 
of current events, civil rights issues and conversations 
between King and his advisors. 


inquired of Shea as to exactly what he i>xy 
wanted to know that he would use in his advice to the DAG. 
lie stated that he would like to know whether or not the 
{revelation of these tapes would be embarrassing to the King 
■family and whether or not it would lead to an harassment or 
Ithe family. He was told that such revelation would be 
[embarrassing but that it was not clear what he meant by 
'harassment. He then asked whether such revelation would likely 
result in the family being submitted to questions from the 
press that might be harassing to them. He was told tha^su^^^^ 
revelations would quite likely so result. Concluding, 
told him that if h e desired any more information, it might be 
best for ^B^H^Vto visit his office. He responded that he did ) 
not anticipa^nfny further needs in this matter. 


L'#) 

None. For information. P 
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jr-' subject : MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


PURPOSE: 



To advise you of a New York Times article (copy 
attached) o g 5 /21/73 containing charges by retired Special Agent 
Arthur Murtagh that the Bureau In a’ ''get King" movement used 
electronic surveillance material to undermine the support of fthe 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., among his white backers. 


(SA) 



SYNOPSIS: 


Vl 


Arthur Leo Murtagh, age 51, a retir ed SA practicing lay . 

In Constable, New York, is very crltical~of”the Bureau and Is I A 
writing a book about his Bureau experiences. In an Interview bw^rfe 
New Yor k Ti mes he made allegations that the electronic surveillance 
of~^the late Martin Luther King, Jr., was part of a "get King’* move¬ 
ment in the FBI triggered by a hatred of King by the late Director 
Hoover, Murtagh was assigned to the security squad in Atlanta which 
handled the King case but he was working on other assignments during 
the time of the electronic surveillance of King. He was known in 
Atlanta to be very critical of the disciplinary policies of 
Mr. Hoover and of the Bureau's weight program. We are checking out 
those allegations which can be checked but our files show that the 
surveillance of King was justified and was approved by former 
Attorn^ General (AG) Robert Kennedy. 

details / rec ' 8? /-, //■' ; /;) -ZQ€d 

In addition to The New York Times article there are attached 
copies of six Bureau documents showing the justification for and the 
extent 6f our .electronic coverage of King and the propriety of that 
coverage as evidenced by the fact that the cover age vg ..<* approved by 
Robert Kennedy, the AG at the time.' — — " 


Enclosures * 

100-10667a / 011 

CEG’.fb—* 

(5) si3 

6 JUNt<1973 
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1973 
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Memorandum G, C. Moore to Mr, E. S, Miller 
RS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 

100-106670 

A :'•/ ' 


The Atlanta Office has no information" to confirm that 
there was any attempt to assign MUrtagh to the King phone tap 



Murtagh was born 9/25/21, entered on duty as an SA on 
4/16/51 and voluntarily retired 9/25/71, He served in Atlanta ' 
from 10/30/60 to his retirement date. He is reportedly practicing 
law in Constable, New York, 


1 Regarding Murtagh*s allegation that one of the top 

officials from Bureau headquarters in Washington, D, C,, had tried 
to persuade community leaders in Atlanta that they should not attend 
a banquet for King, Atlanta has indicated that former Assistant to 
the Director William C, Sullivan was in Atlanta about 1965 to attend 
a conference and at that time Sullivan made an appointment with and 
talked to the late Ralph McGill, editor of ttyp v "Atlanta Constitution" 
but the substance of their conver s a tior^L^Totknown • The appoint- . 
meat was reportedly arranged by SA£9*ired, 
f. who accompanied Mr. Sullivan but did not remain.’durin^'^fte conver¬ 
sation, Mr, Sullivan at the time also attempted to arrange an 
appointment with the late Bishop Hallinan of Atlanta but this 
appointment did not materialize. As of this time we have found no 
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I 


■ « 





> ^ 


Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. E. S. Miller 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

100-106670 


information in our files regarding the nature of the conversation 
between Mr. Sullivan and Mr. McGill. We are continuing our 
efforts to locate such information and you will be advised of 
the results of our search. 


On this subject the "Atlanta Constitution" on 5/22/73 
carried an article indicating that the Mayor of Atlanta at the 
| time and other city and state leaders were asked by the newspaper 
1 if the FBI had tried to interfere in anyway with the banquet for 
' King and all denied any knowledge of such an attempt. 

Atlanta can find no record of anyone connected with 
\ the Bureau contacting Eugene Patterson, also an editor of the 
| "Atlanta Constitution." regarding King's plans to meet a woman 
\ at an airport in Florida as stated in the attached article. 

In an effort to further pin down the allegation that 
McGill and Patterson were contacted we are conducting a file 
review which will be very lengthy to determine if there is any 
record of such contacts and to determine the details thereof. 

The results of this review will be furnished later. MUrtagh's 
charges that intimate details of King’s personal life were 
furnished to newsmen who were urged to write articles disclosing 
them cannot be substantiated in Bureau files. One article by 
Jack Anderson on 8/24/69 did refer to details of King's personal 
misconduct and quoted from a Bureau document but our files 
Indicate that this information was not provided to Anderson or 
anyone else except The White House which requested the Interview 
that developed the information. 


I As indicated in the attached article. Murtagh is in 
the process of writing a book and Is apparently using The 
New York Times article to air sensationalism which will help sell 
his book. Except for the allegations regarding McGill and the 
statement by Patterson there is little in the article which can 
be checked out. Murtagh is quoted as qualifying many of his 
statements with such statements as "in an apparent effort to 


- 3 - 




CONTINUED - OVER 






Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. E. S. Miller 
t RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

%'i. 100-106670 


undermine King"; "the persuasion was said to have included"; "he 
said that he could offer no proof but that he believed completely*'; 
and "from all the things I saw it appeared to me." Perhaps his 
book when published will contain more information on the bases 
for some of his allegations. 

Until such time that such information is forthcoming 
and can be checked out we must go by the record which shows that 
contrary to Murtagh's conjectures that the electronic surveillance 
on King was triggered by Mr. Hoover's hatred of King, the 
electronic coverage of King was justified and was approved by” the 
AC at the time. 


The attached article has been referred to Inspector 
John A. Mintz for an opinion as to any Federal violation here. 

A preliminary opinion by Inspector Mintz is that there appears * 
to be no Federal violation on the part of Murtagh. 


ACTION : 

For information. You will be kept advised of any 
additional information developed. 






0M 




ADDENDUM BY LEGALCOUNSEL, 5/23/73 



While the information reported in the "NY Time*" article 
attributed to former SA Murtagh does not appear to constitute a violation 
of any Federal statute, it is very likely that his disclosure to the press 
violated the secrecy agreement which I understand he signed dated 
April 16, 1951. If it becomes necessary, it might be possible to request 
4 • the Department to lntereede in our behalf and apply for an injunction 
: prohibiting Murtagh from furnishing additional information derived 
from FBI files. Such an injunction could be based on the agreement he 
pi signed in 1951. 

&>sz. 
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\FB.I. Taps Called Plan 


fo D iscredit Dr. Kin^ 


By WALLACE TURNER 
A former agent of the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation 




the bureau used material gained 
In an electronic surveillance of 
the fcev. Dr. Martin Luther 
Xing Jr. in an apparent effort 
to undermine the late civil 
fights leader's support among 
his white backers. 

The former agent also said 
that many newspapermen were 
urged to write articles disclos¬ 
ing intimate details of Dr. 
King's personal life—details tor 
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they wore picked up in the 
telephone taps. Three taps on 
t>r. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re¬ 
ported. 

The former agent Arthur 
Murtaph, a 51-year-old lawyer 
now practicing in Constable, 
NT.* told The New York 
Times In an interview that im¬ 
portant figures in the F.B.L 
even tried to persuade com* 
munity leaders in Atfanta that 
they should not attend a ban¬ 
quet that w as held to honor Dr. 
King after he won the Nobel - 
peace Prize in 1964. The persu-^ 
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Dull* prtu litUnMtiontl 


j Unl’.jd Prtu lidBnwtwn«| f 

, The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. leaving J. Edgar f 
’■ Hoover’* office after conierrtDg with the F.B.L director; 
j on Dec. 1, 1964. Dr. King had requested the meeting! 
during a bitter conti oversy between the two men. 


The ^«h in Eton Post 
Times Herald_ 


peace Prize in 1964. The persu-^ 1969 the Up on Dr. King i ^ ^ Murtagh said be reti i*A\ 
asion was said to have include ** f from the bureau on the first] 

‘Muhammad Ali, then the world v ' !( y cnUcal of 2 

h^vywe.ght boxing champion, W 

attCnded T >£* brief glimpse, made it **\d 

tba banquet ru«r tha’ th» fan He said that he could not 


the complaints of Negroes) 
ae ainst whi te law enfoi^giaiXL— 


™ D * w * u,=u clear th a^the Up was iastitutfiU ™ W1 ° h! 

7 Tap Disclosed fo 1*6* -ws-r*.— = -L-offer proof, but that he 

Mr. Murtagh retired trorn the in T>ctober # 1963 . and was con- 1S bureau director, 

bureau in September, ISJI, ai- tinned at least into 1965. There nought ’ the authority to up 

ter 21 years of «« rv, ce» mciud- were ^ggr^o^s that tt lasted Dr. King’s phones in order to 
♦?* untn 19GS - vrfien Dr. King vasj get infonr.ation to destroy the 

t 1C *- i^UsswarwLed. and th« toxea* civil rights leader end s.lenoe 

has been confirmed in inter- * 1 *"**™”* 1 . ure ™°“ his criticism of the bureau’* 
view, with various independent has never given any Informs- ^L^ fLuIrw to investigate, 
•ources. , | tlon *bout the tap. 'the complaint, of Negroes 

The fact that Dr. Ktaff* tele-) “Martin Luther King became again st whi te law’ enfoi^mscL- 
T*c^ *2* tiPP®? bas bc« the Na 1 bureau intereet as —- I ”" ■■ - i 

SSrito 19M* Jm. Senator^ « f* W “ SgfS 

Robert F. Kennedy campeigned‘ concerned.- Mr. Murtagh said. l> ” nnt Mm . 

for the Democratic Presidential me tormer agent was a mem- tR ente who^ook ^art'in‘"the 

•omtoatiem. of the K««JP««P £ SSSnX. & *S 

After Mr. Kennedy was dut* signed to the security squao thev had hM*, taiHn* 

teed to early June. 1968. hi, and it was this group that ' orf^Tandlhit io W7S 

former associate* said that the conducted the electronic sur- ^ 

tap was installed when Mr. veillance of Dr. King, Mr. 22L-S?^SS?J5!? ml 
Kmnedy. aa Attorney G«ieral. Murtagh said. s^h^had^^SSf^w *h? 

acquicv-ed in 1963 to J. Edgar The former agent, who tte gup,..;iu 
Hoover’, repeated demands for describes himself as one of 
authority to tap. Mr. Hoover a half-dozen liberals who sur- ^ ^ tSKSTSw 

argued that. Dr. King had asso- vtved fat the bureau to reach UWi r believed th e tap was 

elation* with subversive group* retirement age. said he U now "**•**- m 1 — 

Who sought to use the avi/ p repar|p ^ his notes to write a 
right* movement aRtinst the nook oa hi* experience*,-p 

j-tjEijrsii.- to f _v =ia .| acutogi too -tow- 


The Evening Star (WaahingU 
The Sunday Star (Waahingtoi 

Daily Newt (New York)- 

Sunday Newt (New York) _ 

New Yoik Potl- 

The New York Time* _2_5 

The Daily World- 

The New Leader- 

The Wall Street Journal —~ 
The National Observer ,— 
People's Worid- 


officers in J Albany, fii, from 
1961 to 1963. 

Mr. Murtagh would not name 
agents who took part in the 1 
surveillance. He said that he! 
j believed they had been taking! 
orders, and that to name them! 
now would cause them un¬ 
deserved embarrassment. He 
said he had not taken part in 
the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor in charge 
that he believed the tap was 
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asked io-eapj ak i hswf 
be could enforce such a refusal 
fa* a highly disciplined organ¬ 
ization such as the F.BI, Mr. 
Murtagh said that he had be¬ 
come known &S a Critic of 
tome activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to the agents 
signed to direct the office. 

He was paymaster, and "cca- 
trol," for a network of under- 
covcr informers who were "in 
place" in black organizations 
that were growig in importance 
at that time. He said, for ex¬ 
ample, that he was able to 
learn almost anything he want¬ 
ed to know about the opera 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
Dr. King headed. 

Mr. Murtagh said he once 
challenged the agent who ran 
the surveillance to say whether 
there was justification for the 
Contention that Dr. King wgs 
involved with subversives—die 
[justification for the telephone 
tap. He quoted the agent i* 
teplying, M i would try t o tell , 

qlners that there was, but* I 
wouldn't try to tell it to yot." 

,Mr. Murtagh also said that] 
extent of the electronic 
surveillance was never w<41 
understood outside limited cir¬ 
cles within the bureau. He said 
(hat it went on for at least 
three years, and that more than 
5.000 telephone conversations 
m*ere monitored. 

Previously published accounts 
of the telephone tap have in¬ 
dicated that only three tele¬ 
phones were Involved—those in 
Dr. King's home, at the South- 
era Christian Leadership Con-| 
fereoce offices in Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was a 
subversive attempting to misuse 
Dr, King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said that tele¬ 
phones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it] 
|wms not uncommon for the! 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
It had monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 
"been monitored by a different 
listening post. 

"The surveillance was mas- 
_ live and complete, 14 Mr. Murtagh 
«akL "He couldn't wiggle. They 
; had Mm.- 1 

Fad Into Washington 

Sources tn Washington con-1 
tinned the broad outlines of Mr., 
Munich's description. These 
wxirets confirmed that when] 
Dr. King left Atlanta, the F-B-L 
electronic surveillance went) 
with him, and that Ms tele¬ 
phones in hotels in ether cities 
were Upped, with reports of 
Jfefcrmauoa derived from these 
tar* fr*d into Washington as 

- fT » din.-_ 
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* In another part of his inter¬ 
view, and again in a way that 
avoided the use <rf names, Mr. 
Murtagh said that after Dr. 
King won the Nobd 
Prise, the bureau made a well- 
orchestrated attempt to under¬ 
mine the success of the banquet 
that was held in Dr, King s 
honor in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude toward the 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta| 
Constitution, to attempt to per¬ 
suade them not to attend the 
banquet 

Mr. Murtagh again would not 
name the agent or the head- 
jquarters official. But he said 
that the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
Mr. Murtagh, "We’re going t oi 
get him today. Hoover is goings 
take care of King today." 1 

No Attack by Editor 

Mr. Murtagh said that the 
tpirean had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill. 
This agent took the Washing¬ 
ton man to see Mr. McGill and 
the next day told Mr. Murtagh, 
guess McGill will be taking 
care of King." But the editor 
made no attack on the civil 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr, Mo-| 
Gil: and the refusal of Mr, 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to corn>| 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former] 
editor of The Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
Murtagh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St Peter*-] 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 19G4, he wo 
called on by an F.B.L agent, 
whom he would not name. 

"You people have been giving 
support to Martin Luther King,' 
Mr. Patterson quoted the agent 
as saying. "Don't you owe It 
to your readers to tall them 
what kind of man he is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as ao-eatmoral leader, 
he is running around with wo*j 
men. Dont* you think your read¬ 
ers ought to know this?* 

*T told him we didn't nm a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper* 
Mr. P*ti*rson remembered say¬ 
ing. "I told him that kind of 
thing had nothing to do with 
th ^ eiv il eights movement "] 


i 
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l Mr. Patterson said the agent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport in 
Florida that weekend, and in¬ 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a reporter and photngrar 
pher to record the meeting 

Mr. Patterson refused. Soma 
days later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that "he 
newspaper would not print the 
news if we give it to you," 
Mr. Patterson said. 

A day or so later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, "our informa¬ 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it's a good thing you dianT 
.send anybody down t here." 

In reflecting on the electronic 
■surveillance of Dr. King. Mr. 
Murtagh said, "from all the 
things I saw. It appeared to me 
to be a 'get King’ movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover's hatred of King as a 
result of King's criticism of the 
bureau back in '62 and *63." 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re¬ 
membered that one Saturday 
night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, be agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis¬ 
tening post when another agent 
hid an emergency that took 
him off duty. 

M 1 don't really know why I 
agreed to do it," he said. "I 
guess it is that you go along, 
land watch it run and it gets so * 
you really believe this is loo 
mammoth and th ere is n othing 
I could do." -_____ i 
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date: 7/16/63 
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COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 

RACIAL MATTERS 

- - ~~~ 

*V. ■ i • * ' 

I 'The AG £as 
laftei'noon 


IN 


cc Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Evans 

_■ \J auW*. 

Exempt \r\ 

Pale ol rfee 



GQS. Cate* 

tsiiTcafcion \m 
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contacted at bis request late this 
'Tie said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
la NY attorney who has had close association with 
' i Ulartin Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 
* Tvi( a concealed communist) , had been in to see Burke 
^Marshall about the racial situation. According to 
7^the AG', Jones had indicated ho had some reserva- 

■ nN i( * ‘ 


; ion s’about talking with Levinson on the phone. 


Marshall thought he might have been referring to a 


possible telephone tap, 
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and passed it off by telling 
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with Levin 


U ^ 
Ait; 


. . * *1 1a a «? a 4-zv Am Ir 

uS.’UXU uavc tU \,CUXK3 


ion. 


\ 




« l vS 

U F 





; The purpose of the AG’s contact was that this 
brought to his attention the possibility of effect¬ 
ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
Luther King. 1 tbld the AG 
acquainted with Jones, but 

concerned, it was obvious iron the reports that he 
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iat I was not at all 

in so far as King was 

' I j « I. « 




4 V* A 
JL.il A 


‘ vir. tfrt 1 
, X t ; V t: X 


r*4- o a r * -5 om 1 1 it 

d vu.n jji exu uxuc.xxj' 


^11 

nxx 


4-l*i /_ 


UUVt 



it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance, 
on his office or home would be very productive. I also / <—**' 
praised the question as to the repercussions if it 
l* should ever become known that such a surveillance- had 
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ff been put on King. 
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.The AG said this did .not concern him at all; 
that in view of the possible communist influence 
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31 1963 
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have as complete coverage as possible. I ..told him, 


under the circumstances, that we would check-into thei 


natter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so, 1 k 

_i i • j. 'll_• ^ j a ^ x • j 


would submit an appropriate recommendation to him. 
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security. 
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If you approve,'he will ha.ve a preliminary survey 
to?'soe if technical coverage is feasible with full 
■i+v - i/vfr--’ * 11 1 
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"^VjnTEiy STATES GO iN^JT^T 

•’■ Memorandum 


./> U 


Mr. Belmon; 


DATE! 


Cfc 4 '* 

fe^5, 1983 


To I *3* _ 

B^fmont _ 

M*b. 

Ccr»f»c* _ 

COH^.OB_ 

Co.-uod _ 

DoLoocb _ 

Lfuui . 

G©r*_ 

how* .-V 


FROM 


7"/ 
C. A. Evan^ 


JUNE 


y > «*»*«• --v 

If ,• SilKvea j^. 

^ VW w )_ 

/ Troner_ 


t T rot let _ 
ToW. Bo 

HoWi . 


* V 

j / s (subject: 


C? ' ■ ‘ -S) (TtT/. /, 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

*:he Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been. 


fVic* romiocf Vi/a rnfiHo nn Tnlv Ifi IQ A3 frn* o twhmr.al Qiirvpil - 

VWiik 7 AV*Vi. Ai ^ vuv * 11V **AW-V*\X V»*» V • WJ *.w v»/ j AV* •* v “ 


* lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the^i 
. ' -' opinion that this would be ill advised. 


z 



At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 

.. i_1 J * a ___ i_ ___ t-_— 1.1. ^ Ua #1 J tUi'r* Ai*n» rrr\ 

snouia it ever uecoine is^nuwii me uuveiumeat u^u msututcu ujio i,uYcia^,| 

These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdrawing his request. 


With reference to the other technical surveillance requested 


uJ^p at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 

Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go 
cforward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 


-y c/: ^3 forward with this coverage, it is n 
cj in writing by the Attorney GeneraL 


§ ‘ The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on (ju / 

g c^S- july 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been // 
u- 2 : retrieved and is attached. ( 

SCDuj'-: ^ t'yis' 


-j S S ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 


•;.We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 


Martin.Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern* 

:\ - Christian .Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request*-*^ 
from tbe'Attomey GeneraL • n ■» < 1 v ’ *'\. 4 

• — — - £ .c-^ x O&lhfc " 

Enclosure .. . y r .Myiy/£iU /0(= i lit & 

1 -Mr. Sullivan*', ) ^ ' Ls/' ~T~.t —f- — , x Al\U 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen j 
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UNi ED STATES DEMRTMENT OF . ,STJCE 


FEDERAL BUREAU 0\INYESTIC ATION 
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**• TTASD1NCTON IS, D. c. 


October 7, 1963 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

a-RE:*,MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 'Vp 

~-!'A' 1 ~ ^SECURITY MATTER COMMUNIST . /T *• 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS .- 



!»s 
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It is further requested that "authority be granted , ■ 
to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC office .at theV^-» 
durrent 'New York address or to any other:address to which 
it way be i.ioyed. „ * ..... _ _ ..... ... - 

• * x a/»/ i o ~ • -Respectfully. .. . i-. 


£*cra;.< ;^bi CDS. C/st' , .V 
jQale of igccl^^ricalion I:t 


'' A ' 9 ^ ^ENCLOSURE 
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•-APPROVED /I' I I 

. ^ •*; DATE /Q //oA / 

ACWCIIS 7 / 


’* DATE 
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Memorandum to Mf . Belmont - 

Our memorandum requesting l0r ^ atuchedL 1 '' 16 

was signed bytte Attorney General and handed to » *-». 


V 


,&,***■ 


V* 






grtWM NO. » MP 

£???. -f *o 

PNITT^S STATES »VTRNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. W. C. Sulliva 


iSt 


1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 




DATE: .April 18, 1968 


C. D. Brenna 


0 


JUNE 


subject; kartIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. Rozamun 
1 - Mr, Ridgeway ' 

- 


**• '■'r^tCrx' 


This is to advise yon of past electronic surveillances 
hat we had Installed for the purpose of securing intelligence dal 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., former^ President of { 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference <SCLC). tTr-d 


1J/8/63 4/30/65 . . _ Jiretap 


1/5/64 


1/8/64 


563 Johnson Avenue, W.M.* o 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Vi Hard Hotel, Washington, 


1/27/64 


1/27/64 


2/18/64 2/20/64 


2/20/64 - 2/21/64 


'ill I 


8/22/64 2/24/64 I.. 


Microphone Willard Hotel # Washington, 

Microphone Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, 

- - - - Wisconsin ' - 

Microphone Hilton Hawaiian Village, 

- .^ Honolulu, Hawaii 

Microphone Ambassador Hotel, Lon Ange 

■ California 




3/19/64 ^ 3/20/64 Microphone ‘ Btatler Hotel, Detroit, 

t//S* . . REC 8 Michigan /00~/ 0 

its - 4/23/64 - ^- 4/24/64 ^■-^ Microphone.-: Senator Hotel yfiarrMimnte, 
Is I California' ^ 

T wm 4/24/64 v 4/26/64 Wiretap Hyatt Hos*eftflp%^i 0 $|^:; Ang 

. ... California 

•-r f ■f/W/64'^^F/»/84 ?£££*&** 


Microphoneijc Hyatt House Motels 

uv * w Los Angeles, CalifornlajS! 


^TlT 4/2^1^4/24/64 




100-106670 

ILRrsss ' 




:Californla_, i ^^fe^^j?S 
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Memorandum C. D. Brennan to Hr. V. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

-100-106670 - 


1 W*-> 

fjj 

IS 


at 


Installed 

Discontinued 

Type ‘ 

7/7/64 

7/9/64 

Microphone 

6/14/64 

9/8/64 

Wiretap 

8/22/64 

8/27/64 

Wiretap 

9/28/64 

1/8/65 

10/2/64 

l/H/65 

Microphone 

Microphone 

1/28/65 

1/31/65 

Microphone 

3/29/65 

3/31/65 

Microphone 

5/12/65 

5/13/65 

Microphone 

10/14/65 

10/15/65 

Microphone 

10/28/65 

10/30/65 

Microphone 

11/29/65 . 

11/30/65 

Microphone 

In addition to the above 
coverage was afforded the SCLC. 

Installed 

Discontinued 

Type 

10/24/63 

11/8/63 

7/13/64 

1/24/64 

6 /21/66 

7/31/64 

Wiretap 

Wiretap 

Wiretap 


Location 


Hyatt House Hotel, Los Angel 
California 

125 East 72nd Street, 


New York, New York 


Claridge Hotel, Atlantic CitJ, 
New Jersey. ] 

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Georri 

Park Sheraton Hotel, \ 

New York, New York I 

Americana Hotel, I 

New York, New York l 1 

Park Sheraton Hotel, ij 

New York, New York ^ 

Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 

New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 


Location 


New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
New York Office 


All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
"Who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage of King*s residence and an] 
other future address to which he may move, and the New York Office 
SCI£. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 


headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were given 
during the administration of President John F. Kennedy. 


| Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone 

I surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized b] 

* ft«« J 4 - J - I - - -4- 4 = 


life 1 




uuioau wuiciiiB Keying on general autaonxy relaxing xo xne 
Attorney General. — - - -• , 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


*■ 


{ .■ I 

<r 

4 4 

j FROM 


Mr, V. 


C, Sulliv^ 


1 - Mr, C, D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. V. C. Sulllvah 
l - Mr, T. E. Bishop 
DATE: 1/28/70 Jfuf; 



G. C. 


A it 


SUBJECT: 


Hoo&jlpfi. 

LUTHEfrKI 


* 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER • COMMUNIST 

X ~ w r 



Moore 


* 


'M 

v 

♦v 

m 



D. Brennan 
J. Rozamus 

E. Glass 

A ft 

To report the latest attack on the Bureau over 
Martin Luther King wire taps by former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark in an article, "The Death of Privacy** in the 
February, 1970, McCall's magazine. LL 
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rr^ 



the 
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In his article Clark describes'privacy as the ultimate v ’ 
freedom and says electronic surveillances are the tools of r 

~ i 'j ^5 those unwilling to make the sacrifices that are essential to 
g public safety. He describes King as a great American of open 

£2 conduct and says the fact that the FBI would tap his phones S 

0^5 Oi and bug his hotel rooms should tell us all we need to know - p 
^S-T^jabout the desirability of those practices. Clark calls these (I £■ 
S i5 surveillances the act of an incipient police state. Clark & 

g says the Government should tell the people of the United Stated 

u- 21 jjVhether the tapes from bugs secretly installed in King's hotel 
£=luuj rooms were played to publishers, Senators and others as was 
H 85 rumored after King's death. . 

<c x a •< . - - ’; ? - - 


71 
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There were no wire taps or microphone surveillances 
on King personally or on the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), his organization, during Clark's tenure 
as acting Attorney General and Attorney General (10/3/66 - 
1/22/69). Clark's authority was twice requested for a 
wire tap on SCLC headquarters In Atlanta, G« 

^ # authority both times. §1-106 f00 '~" ^ 

:,v.f- • >i. . 1 *- :\£ 

There Is nothing in our fries to lend any credence 
11 to rumors mentioned by Clark that tapes on King were^ever played 




,^buL , ”tie denied 

A 7 ^7/f 


far anyone outside the Bureau 
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SEE RECOMMENDATION 
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Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 






RECOMMENDATION: 


£V ; £ This dishonest attack is what we have come 

^ expect from Clark. He has chosen to completely ignore 

*•. the well-known fact that Robert Kennedy not only approved 

i"' % *«t requested the coverage on King. It is recommended 

that his remarks be ignored. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN 

Memorandum 

Mr. V. C. Sulliv 


&OUTE IN ENV^] 


from G. C. Moore 


■i&y 


1 - Mr. C. D. Deload 
1 - Mr. W. C. SulliVi 
1 - Mr. A. Rosen 
date: 6/27/69 

JUNE 6^ 
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Teie" Roott 

HolTltE _ 

GcnOy _ 


£ *** 


1 - Mr. J. H. Gale {/ ^- 

& 1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop / / 

slbject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. G. G. Moore / /JU>" >f‘7 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 1 - Mr. C. E. Glass X w L 

s 1 — Mr. J. J. Dunn 

The Director stated that there should be greater 
I discrimination relative to the dissemination of highly confidential 
^ material obtained from sensitive coverage such as telephone surveil- 
lances. The Director questioned our dissemination in 1964 of data 
regarding Martin Luther King, Jr., to Carl T. Rowan, Director of the 
-Ovl United States Information Agency (USIA) and to Dr. Leland J. Haworth, 

n: ^ j ~_n __r__a _•__r.__ 


Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF). 
dissemination set forth below. 


Reasons for such 

p" Pty&k. 

rorth were a » T- » 


- > P The documents transmitted to Rowan and Haworth were a* * • . 

K r* *j. - I 13-page document captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement - A £ ^ 

2 ~ -^C Current Analysis" and a 2-page document captioned^ "Martin LutKkr ^ ’ 
V',i yL .King, Jt., His Personal Conduct." Copies of these documents (are ^ ^ 

‘ ‘ ? venclosed. Also enclosed is one copy each of the three cover ns ^ - 

- 'X-e memoranda by which authorization was obtained for dissemination Yto m 

-.Rowan and Haworth and one copy each of the letters which traasij£ttea 

j‘>* ^ Lc 4 l the documents to Rowan and Haworth. — ^3 

rr —.juj C 

t-1 -H 21. ^ V Dissemination was made to Rowan as Director of USIA-since £ 

% 5 '1 <r King’s activities in the civil rights movement were receiving world-0 

wide publicity. For instance when the 13-page document was sent tog 

" lUSIA, King had been designated as the winner of the Nobel Peace Pri:g 

and this award had international ramifications affecting the USIA iig 

view of its role in propaganda involving the U.S., it was felt thatfcj 

if USIA knew the true facts about King it would not further glorify g 

this man or enhance his image on the international scene through its 

i far reaching propaganda outlets. It is normal for USIA to widely 

^'"*3* I publicize U.S. citizens who receive international recognition and we 

$3 ^rtainly did not want Wnfcto get -oh 

3-i *■* P As indicated in tne Tencloseamemofandum Mr. Baumgardner 


—r “' 


If; "f 
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P As indicated in tKfe ^iWlo’sedThemorandum Mr. Baumgardner 
to Mr. Sullivan 12/17/64, our dissemination,^p^fewp®tt86ft-s Director 
K\of the NSF was based on information received that the NSF had 


<j-EKCi£ 


*0 i-'-T. 


contacted the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, feCLG) for 
^Ite^purpose of obtaining applicants for wouthern schools. The 

SidKsures - 9 fjmbt ; 

rJH5-18_!?69__CONTINUED - OVER 

6 - AUG 25 1969 ..C: [copy ma s s tcr kb. tolsck J . 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


SCLC is the organization which was founded by King and we wanted 
NSF to be fully aware of the communist influences at work in the 
SCI£ and the communist connections of King himself. 

Regarding dissemination of highly sensitive and 
confidential information, this has been discussed with Bureau 
Headquarters personnel handling dissemination of such data. 

The necessity for the closest scrutiny of this data has again 
been stressed to these personnel to insure that this sensitive 
information receives carefully controlled dissemination limited 
to those officials and agencies having a need to receive such 
data. This matter will receive continuous attention. 

ACTION: 


None. For information. 
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UNITED STATES COVERNM ■ROUTE IN ENVELOPE 


Memorandum 


Mr, V. C, Sullivan 


PROM 


C. Moore 


Wy 


& 




1 - Mr. C. D. 
1 - Mr. V. C. 
1 - Mr. T. E. 
6/20/69 


DeLo&ch 

Sullivan 

Bishop 


DATE: 


JUNE 


o 


7 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. G. C. 
1 - Mr. C. D. 

Attn: Mr. 
1 - Mr. C. E. 
1 - Mr. J. J. 


Moore 

Brennan 

Rozamus 

Glass 

Dunn 



4- 


Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 
| below regarding requests made to f ormer A ttorn ey General Ramsey 
{Clark for telephone surveillances on Martin Luther King, Jr., or 
, his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
i>TSCLC). 

An article in the Washington Post dated 6/20/69 
indicated that former Attorney General Ramsey Clark had stated 
that the FBI repeatedly requested him to authorize a wiretap on 
|King while he, Clark, was Attorney General. Clark reportedly 
stated that he had not granted any of these requests and he 
further indicated that the last of the requests came two days 
fbefore King’s murder. 




I We^never sought Clark’s authorization a telephone. 

I surveillance on TCingls residence . On 1/2/68 Clark's approval was 
trequested-for.a.telephone surveillance <?n tho headquarters of the 
1SCLC in Atlanta. Georgiy. The §CLC is the organization which was 


founded by King. Clark denied authority for this telephone 
surveil lance-on l/~"3/68 . On 4/2/68 authorization was requested 


from Clark for telephone surveillances on the SCLC headquarters. 


_ li in Atlanta 


and_the offine of the SCLC in Washington. D. C . 
{ Authority for these surveillances was denied by Clark in a- 
[ kagnorandum to the Director dated 1/17/$^ . In connection with 




the request to Clark on 4/2/68 as mentioned above, it is to 
be noted that this was dated two days prior to King’s murder 
on 4/4/68. cv 

w* 1 


ACTION: 
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For information. 
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SUBJECT • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

KC^ 


MohT__ 


Moh 
BlltVOp _ 

Coxpet — 
Cojldtcsi . 
Corroc — 

Foil_ 


MR. DELOAC 


8. B. Donahoe 


Jiwe 


% 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


DATE; 6/24/69 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Sullivan 


Tele. Koorr - 

Hol»*e- 

Gandy , 


C 


k&- 


Pursuant to the Directors request, attached 
are Xerox copies of the following: 

1. Memorandum 7/16/63, fro* C. A. Evans to Mr. Belmont, 
regarding Former AG Kennedy's request for technical 
surveillance of King, and shoving that Evans raised question 
of possible repercussions. 

2. Memorandum of June (actually July) 25, 1963, from Evans 

to Belmont, shoving" withdrawal of request by Kennedy, based /? 
on Evans' prior admonitions. 


3. Memorandum of 10/7/63, from the Director to the Attorney 
General, requesting authority for technical surveillance of 
King. Approval is indicated by signature of Robert F. Kennedy 
and the date 10/10/63, 


IctC 

/./ 
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4. Memorandum of 9/20/63, to Director, from Assistant Attorney 
General Burke Marshall, regarding Marshall's conversations with 
King concerning O'Dell and Levlson. 
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. Dr* Xing stated that the connection would be 

I ended* Thereafter, the Attorney General and I 
both received copies of the attached letter, dated 
July 3 t 1963, from Dr* King to O’Dell* 



I thought you should have this additional 
for your file. 



cc: The Attorney General 

The Deputy Attorney General 

ft 
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rrrA 3, Georgia f I Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

:?KOttE S24-U78 * 1 


Manta Luibar Ki«| Jr., PrtuJwt 


W]rM Tm Walk*. Rjtc*tir* Director 
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July 3. 1963 
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Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

Dr. King asked me to eend you the enclosed copy of 
a letter which he Has just tent to Mr. Jack O'Dell. 

Sincerely yours, 




(Miu) D. McDonald 
Secretary 
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• * rV 
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July 3. 1 963 


Mr. Jack H. O'Dell 
4S6 St. Kisholns Avenue 
Apartment 5*S 
N.*r\v York, Hew York 

Deer Jack: 

Scverel months ago you submitted your resignation ponding «4> 
ir.veutigttlon of your alleged affiliation v-ith the Communist 
party, ax was euggected by an article to this tilled In th% 
Birminuhirr. and New Orleans newepap^-ra. Wf uCSepKd this 
tt .up .rcry .t-v^n -’tior. b»cr.u>e cl SCLCf firm policy that no 
Communist cor Communist fiy;npa‘hir*r can n<? on ou/ *<•-/.' >: -• 

In our memborahip. We felt that it wr.i imperative to conduct 
an immediate investigation. As you know, w t conducted \vh\t we 
felt to bj ft thorough inquiry into these charges and wore unable 
to discover any present connection# with the Co menus let pr.rty on 
your part. 

The situation in our country is such, however, that any allusion 
to the left brings forth an emotional response which would seem 
to Indicate that SCLG and tho Southern Freedom Movement are 
CoOimunist inepiretf. in these critical times v/s cormot afford to 
risk any auch impressions. Wt, therefore, have decided In cur 
Administrative Committee, that we should request you ttr make 
your temporary resignation permanent. 

We certainly appreciate tho years of unoelfieh service which you 
have put into our New York Office, and regret the necessity of 
your departure. Certainly, yours ic a significant sacrifice cow* 
mencuratc with the suffering* in jail and through loss of job* 
under racist intimidation. We all pray for the day vhea our 
nation may be truly the land of the free. 

/C&- /<£ >>- /c?' 3 






July J, 1963 
Page Two 


M»y Cod Won. you to in.plr. you In tho .ervico of 

your 


Sincerely your*, 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 


•'tjj'JlTED' STATES GOVERN t< —NT 


cfitaut >ou no. t« ' 

UNITED STATES GOVERN t< 

Memorandum 


Mr. Belhionj/ 

„ . V/ 


6 >i 


date: 


FROM 


C. A. Evam 


rvn 

\ / f 

v V * 

j^e 25, 1963 


ToImmi 
Belmont _ 

Mohr _ 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Cora ad _ 
D* Loach 
Evans 

Gar* _ 

Rosen _ 


JUNE 


/ Trotter _ 


I Subject: 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• r 


Tele. Room 

Holmes- 

Goody _ 

Ml 


--. . ■s I wr 

'x h6 Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been 
considering the request he made on July 16, 1963, for a technical surveil¬ 
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the 
opinion that this would be ill advised. 

^ At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 

^ surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
__ JsHproductivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
S Is travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 
5 o should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage. 
5 OX These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdrawing his request. 

SH ^ ^ V/ith reference to the other technical surveillance requested 

~ at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 

^ r ^ Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go 
»i " forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously appi 
o 'jx, in writing by the Attorney General. 


*<3 

LU LU 


The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 
July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been 

retrieved and is attached. ( J 

• . * L. • * • * 

’ •• \ 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 

;■-> ' we will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 

Martin li King, either at his home or at his oflice ^ the SouUtern 
Christian Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request 
from the Attorney General. A /J x ;: / " 


Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 

CAE:vap 

•*(8) tCu .Ci 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . jSTJCH. 
federal bureau of investigation 
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WeNo.l00-106C"0 
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WASHINGTON 2S,D- c. 


* October 7, 1963 


/* *? " 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ^ 

DE;*'MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR. W 

rf SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST . /; 


FfiiK 



COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 



It is further requested that authority be granted 
to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC office at 
current ' 'or York address or to any other address to v/luc \A 
it may 1» moved. . 


ExeffiuVrom CE)^\Cat 

Date «* Declassijica^onindefi 


Respectfully, . 

i\' (1 I xn ,V 

;\* '{\ * enclos 

li y! i _ r».i_A 


dte a • (X encLosurs 

V’Dirlcii’MI 7 ' h-Vrfd 


W bM ... 

APFPvOVED _ /*' J 7 

DATE A> //o/'L j 
“ / / f 


— 7 


5 NOV 7 1963 ' 


#*¥**<> . 


Rt?PPT7 , i' 1 
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UNITED STATES GOVERI^i^NT ROUTEVlN Eft v^LOPtM“= 

Memorandum • ■ gr— 




TO 


FROM 


HR. BELMON w 


JUNK 


date: 7/16/63 


C. A. 

°C. (O, 


Evans] 


subject: 


COLIMUNIST INFLUENCE 
RACIAL.MATTERS 


IN 



AG Avas 


cc Mr. 
Mr. 
Ur. 

diciassifi 

oi_lS> ^ 


Belmont 

Sullivan 

Evans 


The AGAvas contacted at his request late this 
jafternoon. He said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
la NY attorney who has had close association with 
[Martin Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 
I (a concealed communist), had been in to see Burke 
lllarshall about the racial situation. According to 
the AG, Jones had indicated he had some reserva¬ 
tions' about talking with Levinson on the phone. 

Marshall thought he might ha'ye been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling 
Jones'this was something he wkuld have to take up^p* 
with Levinson. Y*.SV/ScV.'J* 

- 1 ?he nurpe j-? of the AG’s contact was that this 
brought to his attention the possibility of effect¬ 
ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
Luther King. I tbld the AG that I was not at all 
acquainted with Jones, but that, in so far as King was 
concerned, it was obvious from the reports that he 
was in & travel status practically all the time, and 
it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance 
on his 
-'^raised 
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office or home would be very productive. I also 
the question as to the repercussions if it 11_, 
should ever becone known that such a surveillance-!^ 
been put on King. REC- 9 /1/j - //6 

t-v", 1" _ . ,, 3 /JO'l 311963 

The AG said this did’not concern him at all; 

that'in view of the possible communist influence in__~ 
tbe f racial situation, he thought it advisable to 
have as complete coverage as possible. X-..told him, 
upder the circumstances, that we would check into the' 
matter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so, II 
would submit an appropriate recommendation to him. 
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(t If you approve,'-'be will have a preliminary surveytjL 

. II made to?'sqe if technical coverage is feasible with fullr\\i. 

(JJ security.'* ---- ^ 
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FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Oa ^ a 

kmm* n It ir~t m f I 

ta*v m*s fBmou' I > f f j 

.w «m. «•. md. iv V 1 • Mi V A -Toi*on ^ Toi^-4 

tmiTWJ STATES COVJRNMEJJQUipg JJJ ENVELOPE^ 

Memorandum »- «p. c. d. d.lo»ci> as.— 

1 - Mr. W.C. Sullivan g™* — 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan'xy^ • dats: 6/21/69 

^ JUNE ■>»- 

ft - fj0 t - 1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop tI'.W 

o. c. MooroA f Zk ^ 1 - C. D. Brennan ? ol **‘— 

/-) (Attn: Mr. Rozaaus) vd ' 

1 — ltr. G. C. Moore / 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - C. E. Glass 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 1 . J. J. Dunn ’ 


G. C. Moore. 


I 7 




^ Pursuant to your. Instructions, information la set 

low regarding the claim made by f ormer A ttorney General 
lwk that the PBI had sought permission to resume a" 
.telephone surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. as late 
as two days before King's murder. 


I We never sought Cl ark's authorization for a 

telephone surveillance on K i ng's.residence. King was murdered 
on 4/4/68. On ,46/68 a memorandum dated 4/2/68 (copy attached) 
was sent, to Clark reQuesftng~ autnorizatlon for "telephone fl 
| surveillances ..on the headquarters of the Southern Christian \J 


c!o authorlzi 
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^oxiice of the SCLC in Washington. D. C. The SCLC Is^the / 
Organisation which was founded by King. Authority for these 
surveillances was denied by Clark in a memorandum to the. 
Director_dated l/l77feH. 7 copv attiehad with SCLC listed on 
page three). ---- 
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The above-me ntioned re quest for a telephone 
surveillance oh the headquarters oi tne stuc in Atlanta was 
^eque_st age ' £TT lark. On T7Z7G£Ea E& Wroval 
had pe en_sought _for a telephone, surveillance on SCLC head¬ 
quarters and Clark denied authority for this telephone A » • * 
gu rvelll.nc. £Wflfc gj 

/£>&—/&&& 'yO 

The fadtB set forth above clearly show that we 
Bpughl permlsslog from Clark for a telephone survelllanc 
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dated January 2, 1968, author: 
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: ■> MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
•V RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION 

> SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

: «• ^.V'^A-'vv ;•:• &r fir?* V:- 

" > ' ' _f^T .... -r *•. ~ - r. - ~~ .' - ■ V. , * . . .* '/ , - J V- .7 , \ 

-'**:*■ Despite this violence in Memphis, Levi son and.r ;: ■ : 
King ere continuing their.plens for this massive civil ' 
disobedience to start the latter part of April. 1968-, in \ T r ■■■• 
, : J' Washington, D. C. _TT . , LX- V. >• v ., 

" t T ' -V *' In view of the internal security aspect involved, ^‘";- 
authority is requested to install telephone surveillances^ 1 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference at. its 
national headquarters at the above-listed address and also y.l 
at its local headquarters, 1401 U Street, N.W., Washington, D. C* 

so that-ye can keep apprised of the strategy end plans of (Jl__ 

this group. •%’ .. 


>r * 

- ^ 7 ". ■ * 


A> * , ' ;* ■vT , • ■ V/ 


■v; Very truly yourSy' ;" 



>ve d • “ 7" •“ r%^^- rg- : : : . u ,- r . 7 j- 7 -. £**"£1?^.. ;r 

- ---- ^,“L. ■ <. %*-. r ; *. .s** -? 4 ’ ;-5 ■' # *^-• - * 

C ^ -r v - V: - , ? =r? ^ - ^*:r* * ^ ^ 


n ^ - 


'•/•T - NOTE : ' ^ Classified "Secret* 1 , since it concerns a technical 

^•>' surveillance, the unauthorized .disclosure of vhich could . 



v*'-' 'This memorandum recommends' the installation of a 
“’telephone surveillance 6n SCLC*s headquarters in Atlanta, :r ~-‘’^^* r 
Georgia, and Washington, D. C. ,. for intelligence-type data 


1 - concerning King* s plans for massive civil disobedience in I T 

r^|T fT^Ti the nation’s Capital In the Spring of 1968. ^ :•>; 

||L ^''^-T^^See memorandura G. C. Moore to Mr, W. C. Sulliv ' 

• | **»® caption, dated 3/29/68 prepared by DlIW:dsm. * 

*rj vf. *-»■*■-jf'V'Sr r * v *i . V ■■’-.••. : '• ^ • ■‘-•X-'-i:-..'h] . *'£'.*'*■ ?•; • -Sr ^J 
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I January 17, 1969 -ft- -W ^ 

‘V - : iv ::; ;v>^ *: \ V:« r ^-’Y;v. 


v^.T- t— : IT; 


From: ■ _. ^ /;-"Ramaoy- Clark .X?..;,»0^ 

’S'• ■S;^.' JT*/■/!■ •v/ s v ; Attorney General 41 u Tt" *« ? --".** ut-.^'XiSTz-SX&'Zi*:* 

-■ . ; .*r - «-. * t '-' -4 v '^ ^; , - X ^\.\'y/ , > , ‘J*' /, * ‘ .** W ~ .;* - t . r 

~ *'. >i4/ * v? , ■*„» # T . . > *»•.*., *i- " ' \ _ I ■ . , t r • - ** * '*"•**’> V ‘ k £ ' ". »_ - ..' .- 

> .- ^ ’■ — -.'■. r% '.. -w ., -5'*! ^*-W: f.yi*-" *xi ,1 *%*JV* ,V ' ; ’ "l -4 -.*>5 - ~ 

‘ •;?«. *. **+ f ’ - ->■ ' . ■ . *.« •:■ : ' ' ^ 

memoranda listed below're^ue sling approval of wiretaps 
or electronic surveillances which I have .net heretofore approved are 
being returned at Ihio time denied. For a number oX reasons I have 
not felt any of tVerti have teen efficiently justified by the evidence 
presented. This does cot, of coarse, prejudice their renubmtssien 
l£ additional evidence supporting tbs request Is proconted, or thfdr 
review by a subrecuent acl-nlnistratioa. '• •' - ’yi■■ 













































pudent Noavlolout Coordinating Committee 
Ifecift! 2«!aStflrs.„;^ ‘'/Ov [■■';-z^rTt^V: *1 

Your »t»»oraadw^da‘t9d.Juno 27. i?0& M 


Students fair aEendocro.tic Society ' '.■■-\‘‘; r -y 
Inform l ^security - Scudonta fora Democratic 
Your msmorandum dsiod May 21, I 96 S - V / 
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UNITED STATES 

Memorandum 
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governn^OUTE in enyelopf 

V) //l i W1 1 - Mr. DeLoacn ^ ^ 



Bishop . 


TO 


FROM 


MR. V. C. SULLIV 




6. C. MOORE 

o 

subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

date: June 19, 1969 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
(Attention: 

Mr. Rozanus) 

1 - Mr. Glass 
1 - Mr. Dunn 
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Gale „ 
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Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 
felov regarding knowledge by former Atto r ney General Nicholas de 
tzenbach of electronic coverage on Martin uitherking, Jr. 

— Although ve have no specific data in our files shoving 
that Katsehbach authorized a telephone surveillance on King 
himself, there is ample information sho vi ng Katzenbach was wel l 
a ware of our ele ctr onic .coverage on Ki ng and organ! *^1™* • 
the Southern Christian Leadership Confer en ce (SCLC) . At tached i s 
a copy of a memorandum dated 10/27/65 




the upper right hand corner) s howing we had a telephone survei l 
lance janKlng 's o rganization , the S CLC. Also attached is a copy 
i of a memorandum 12/1/65 to the Attorney General regarding electron: 
coverage on King at the Hotel in N ew Y ork Ci ty. In 

response to this 12/1/65 memorandum, there is attached a copy of 
[a note from Kgtggnhafih to. the Director stating f "Obv iously, thes e 
particularly delicate su rv eillances and w e should >e very 
f cautiwis^ prterma n the non-PBI people who may from time to time 
necessarily be involved in some aspect of installation.” CU 

Copies are attached of nine memoranda to the Attorney 
General dated 10/20/64, 10/22/64, 11/3/64, 11/6/64, 11/12/64, 
11/23/64, 12/17/64, 12/31/64, and 2/23/65. These set forth for 
Katzenbach's information valuable data developed on King. The 
dAta involved was derived from electronic coverage on King.and the 

tfjjasas*' information. 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


* fa €OlL. rf> 

X£*/)X Co?i Jfcjnrecorded serial dated "^W/Qulled from this file 
‘under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., snd sent to National Archives. 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 • * * 


. 

XeR ox' CcFi oF /oo-4/VASJ7-ja3 /s t& 

pulled from this file /(AO’/C(p(f *?0 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., *;ud sent to National Archives. 
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“ S BERNARD S * LEE V ' CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC] 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D.C. DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 \ ' C *^ 

* * • 

^ &> p .i/>F m-jL/x as evtL. ro 

pulled from this file /&0 * /CbimTb- 
rnder court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis ' 70 * 

omith, Jr., ';ud sent to National Archives. 
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RE: 


BERNARDS. LEE 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) 


V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D C D c ) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 ’ D ' C * ) 


&>>** /(W-rt^-M. .-/n m £ Ml " jv 

S »■“ “ ».*• 

bmith, Jr., -nd sent to National Archives. 
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BERNARDS. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL< 
V, CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


■ycton e»»y cr /o n- /ml 7( j .^4 M eOCL 

"T m ' 1 111 1 1 1111 ^ pulled from this file - /0M7O -^ J 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis ' 

Smith, Jr., 'md sent to National Archives. 
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re: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLi 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D.C., D.C ) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


ycgpjr Copy of / K)7 ^ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




im Btpfy* Ptmte Refm tm 

nimK*. (IS) 100-442529 




WASHINGTON, D.c. J053S 

+ : ■ ' 

October 27, 1965 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: ^COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
^-RACIMTMATTERS 



■ Wt< 


\ 






y 


A technical surveillance was instituted on the 
headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

330 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 

1963. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a ( j\ 
racial-type organization headed by Martin Luther King, Jr.< VA ^ 

This technical surveillance has provided considerable 
valuable intelligence information concerning communist influence 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference through King, as 
well as the communist influence evident in the outspoken position 
which King has taken in opposition to the United States foreign /. 
policy concerning Vietnam. Some examples Include the following:^ 

Information has been furnished relating to contacts 
between King and individuals with communist backgrounds such as 
Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin, Clarence 
Jones and Randolph T. Blackwell. This information indicates the 
extent of the influence being exerted on King by these individuals 
with present and former communist backgrounds. Information thus 
obtained reveals the part these individuals play in important 
policy-making decisions of King relative to his organization; 
assistance which they render King in his writings and- speeches 
concerning racial matters; and the advice and counsel they give 
King in his declarations concerning United States foreign policy. 


Unless you instruct to the contrary, this technical 
surveillance will be continued for an additional six months. I 



Respectfully, 

* 4 rr' 

i NdgarjHo 
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Fti* A*. (IS) 100-106670 
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December 1, 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL „ ^ ^ O 

JUf\IE 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


This Bureau’s investigation of the communist 
influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor¬ 
mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by . 
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others. From time 
to time. King meets with these individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the Influences upon King as well as information 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organisation 
in the civil, rights movement. The coverage of these meetings 
also has developed information concerning King’s involvement. 
In the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take V 
place in hotel rooms in New York City. r \ 


On November 29, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

We also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York City, November 29-30, 1965. 

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance involved trespass and was discontinued on* « 
November 30, 1965. — 


Respectfully, 


Exempt fronV 
Date oIDecJA 


:DS, 

Scauonjn^^/ 


[Tohn EdU- H 




l Edgar Hoover 
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?h© Acting Attorney General 


l - hr, Belmont 
l - l!r. Bohr 
L - Ur. DeLoach' 
- Ur. Evans 
1 - Ur. Rosen 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - J. F. Bland 

Hovenbor 0, 1S34 


Director, IBI 


^ ccshrasisr nr?xirsiicE ei racial emsss 
xszzbxol SLCumr? - c 


a) ^ A confidential source of this Bureau who has 

I ^xurcished reliable lefornatloa in the past supplied the 
'^a\| I following information concerning a contact between tj— 

I ilartin Lather King, Jr., and Clarence Jones cn novoobey 4, IDG-1. 


w 



Jones said that ncn that the election is over 
they should thin's about what fora "of struggle they should 
use," adding that he had been discussing it with "cur friend." 
Jones said that he had beard rumors from responsible Democratic 
people in Ben York that King nay be offered an official role 
la the Administration. Jones told King that King should 
think about this and that King cast translate his moral 
influence Into political power. Eing replied that ho would 
think about the natter, taking into consideration "tho 
liovenent and cy personal goal*" Jcnoc also told King that 
King should thiJs about vhat role "our friend" can play in 
this period, commenting that "our friend” bad boon helpful 
tad has abided by tho “decisions." Jones oppressed tho belief 
that “our friend" should bo given some role inasmuch as *N»e*re 
cot In tho sane situation as wo wero with tho Kennedy Adainimtr: 
tion." Jones also referred to the fact that the Civil Bights 
Dill is now the law. Kins replied *tood, after tho election [i 
It would be a new situation * 
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This Information is also being furnished to the / 
Honorable Bill D. Moyers, Special Assistant to the President* 


1 — The Deputy Attorney General 

‘ • : “ - ■. . . .. 

1 - Hr. Eorke Karshall 

Assistant Attorney General 



1 • Hr. J. Palter Yeagley ” • 
Assistant Attorney General : 

* * ^ . - A.-V 

- ■ ' ^ * ; - • . . « v *: 




lassifled "S^dijet" as sources utilized, such as 
are highly denbitive ones pertaining to the 
al situation. They are of continuing value and the t 
unauthorized disclosure of this information could affect " 
their security and thus possibly be injurious to the 
national defense. Information taken from New York teletype 
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director, IHX 
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1 — Bolsoat 
1 — Uohr 
1 *— DcLoach 
1- Boson , 
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Borcober 13, 10 Si 

1 • Sulliyan ; 

1 • Bland ► . 

Baurrrardner 
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Ho JH? ia*jfessatIoa Is belay famished to tba 
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1 - deputy Attorney Corral (Enclosure) 

^ ~ ?* V:Xt- 2 T Ycsylcy CHsdosayo') 

te ~* sUafc Attorney C-cnsxd \_ \NF0RMA' 

1 - Burhe Sas-chaU (Enclosure) ItEfflN \f ““ 

Asaistmt Attorney General tJATE^^ 

100-442529 ^(CIRL0 
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(SEE NOTE PAGE TUO) 
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The Acting Attorney General. ' 
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So© mocorandun Bamsgardnor to Sullivan, Gated 31 /1 0/64, 
captioned ”Ea~t£n Luther King* Jr., SU • C," prepared by SEPjjad. 
Classified "Secret” as the enclosure is so classified and also 
because inforntfion contained la this transmittal letter Is froza 
highly sensitive sourcos. The disclosure of this information could 
reveal the source’s identity and thus possibly be injurious to the 
national defense. • A j 
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MASTXH LCTHSS KBB, JR, 


Confidential sources of this Bureau who have : 

furnished reliable information in the past have supplied 
the following infaraaticn concerning plan3 being cade by 
Martin Lather Sirs, Jlr,, and his associates concerning 
bias's receipt of the Kobel Peace Prise which is to tate 
place DocenberlO, 1934, at Oslo, KOxway. \ r * 

' / * v . * -* I * 18 * " * . • ‘ . 

On Zfc> 7 esber 3, 1964, Bayard Sc3tln contacted 
the secretary of Dr. Ralph Bench©, Undersecretary for 
Special Political Affairs, United Rations (DR). Rust in 3 
stated that he was speeding oa behalf of Hart in Luther 
King, Jr., and requested to see Bunchs regarding the receipt 
of the Kobel Peace Prize by King. . ' . (U/i 


Subsequently on November 3, 1964, Rust in conferred 
with Cuncho and told his that upon King's return to • 

Kew York City, after receiving the Kobel Prize, there is 
to b© a welcoming affair at either a large dinner at a 
hotel or an activity at Carnegie Sail.. Rcstin told Banche 
that King wanted to know whether Buncbe would be prepared - 
to bo chairman of the welcoming comitt ee which will include 
civil rights leaders and "a nunber of key liberals.** Bunche 
said that he would be glad to be chairman, but that he would 
have to be ixforned as to the others who will be on the 
committee since there are some people with when he will not r . 
work. Bucche told Rust in that he had sent a letter to Slug 
advising King that the Secretary General of tho UK was 
hoping that King would visit the UH upon his return. Rcstin 
told Bunche that he would personally cect with Buncbe later 
and go over the details relative to' King visiting the UH. ' 
Rust In also told Buncbe that an invitation had been as tended 
by the President of Brasil to have *•**>< ? visit Brazil on his 
way back to the United States. Rust in stated that be felt 
that this was not wise due to certain aspects of the regine 
in power in Brazil and inquired as to what Bundle's thoughts - 
were oa this natter. Bunchs agreed that it was not a very 4 * 
good Idea for King to visit Brazil at this time, '' 
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JUS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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*'~ ** ■" • »*"-* On November 3. 1964. Rust in was in contact with - 
ffar yw Vachtol concerning King's fiturs to the United StEtts 
Iron Norway. Rustin stated that Sing is considering Baking .. 
a speech at Carnegie Hall and selling tickets for the 
affair, the minirum price to be $100. Wacbtel said that ’ 

King has inquired about the possibility that President Lyndon B. 
Johnson might attend such an affair, but that the President 
mould not give an answer until after the election. According 
to Wachtel, Lee White, a White House aide, has stated 
relative to the President's attendance "the answer is not 
no," White has indicated that if the President could • 
not attend, the President would send the Vico President 
in his place, Rustin indicated that a cocktail party would 
be held before the Carnegie Hall address by King. J7 t\x) 
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assist in the arrangements. Wachtel stated that Saul Mills 
had handled the arrangements for a concert for "us" and 
had made $45,000 for "us." According to Wachtel, Hills is 
interested In the King affair and has submitted a memorandum 
of ideas on the subject. Austin and Wachtel agreed to meet 
with Hills to discuss the matter. Wacbtel stated that bo 
would send Rustin a copy of the memorandum by Hills and in 
reference thereto Wachtel said that be thought the plans 
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address by King before Congress and a ticker tape parade .SJ (U.J 


Wachtel told Rustin that he is handling the 
details concerning King's trip to Norway and has spoken^ / ) 
to the Norwegian Ambassador, \ t ^ (y \ 


Rustin then informed Wachtel that King desires to 
have Dr. Bunche and some white person to act as cochairmen 


<rf thf affair qo looking King feck to the Unitod Statos^ but 
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that Bunche will not accept until he knows who the white 
person will be. Rustin indicated that he had considered 
having Senators Robert Kennedy and Jacob Javits as cocbalrmen 
so that there would be a nonpartisan element present, Rustin 

stated that after due consideration he thought it would - 

probably be best to Just have Bunche as chairman and have 
a subcommittee assisting him. Wachtel agreed with this idea, 
Rustin also informed Wachtel that King had been invited by w / 
the President of Brazil to visit that country, but that Klnz-X / 1* 
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»S: MARTIH LUTHER KISS, JR. 
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should tell the Brasilian President that uhile ho vould 
liko to visit that country, ho vill bo unable to do bo on 
his return trip fren ITcrtay tad uould bo unable to visit 
Brasil until after tho beginning of the neu year* jf / 




On Korouber 7, 10C4, Yachtol contacted Bunt in 
concern ins tho plans for volconing bac!c to tho 

United States and Uachtel stated that he had spoken to . 
tho Uhite Houso end "tho Eanneiy front” regardirg this 
natter* Uachtel said that ho hag ?jcui3 Hart in of tho 
Democratic Rational Coasnitte© "lined up*” It is Vachtol’s 
belief that President Johnson vill can© to Kerv 7ork City* 
Uachtel stated that ho is vaiting to hear froa Senator Bob 
Kennedy in this matter as veil* 



W 

u 


Vachtel Instructed Bust is to speak vith Dr. Bunch© 
end toll hin that if the UK cava a lurchoen for Kins, it 
rould be better if held after Bias’s return to tho 
United States, but that the final decision is being loft to 
the UR popple* Uachtol suggested that if the UK affair 
vas held befaro King’s departure for Korvay, December 4 f 
13&i # would b© a good date because it is Just after the 
opening of tho General Assembly at tho UB and there viU 
bo many prominent people there. Vachtel noted tho possibility 
of Leonid X* Brezhnev, First Secretary, Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and Kvsne Kkrunnh, President of Ghana, being 
at the UK. Uacktol ashed "Can yon imagine Brezhnev embracing 
Martin like Khrushchev did Castro?” Rust in replied in the 
affirmative* 


|i 
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Vachtel stated that no plans vill be nado for in 
ticker tap© parade for King until on ansuor is received 
frost President Johnson* According to Vacktel, Louis Hart in 
of the Democratic national Conn it too should be given 
something to do "even if it is Just soiling tickets," 

Bust in mentioned the possible use of an armory and stated 
it vould be necessary to contact Governor Kelson Rockefeller 
of Bov York tho Is vacationing in Spain* Vachtel Indicated 
that this could be done later by telephone since there will 
be additional ideas fer the Governox’s participation* 
Sumorising, Vachtol mentioned that Mayor Robert Vagner of 
Kew York City could have the ticker tape parade; U Thant, 
Secrotary General, UK, could have the dinner for King, and 
Governor Rockefeller could have the reception for King* 
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RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. &■**'■'■:-.■ 


' On November 7, 1954, Rustln was In contact with 
King and mentioned that he Is beginning the draft of the . 
rajor speech which King is to deliver and that King can 
complete it. On November 7, 1934, Eustln also contacted 
Peggy Duff, 8 resident of London, England, who is Executive 
Director of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, - Rustln 
told her that King will be in London on December 6 and 7, 
and that Rustln wanted to know if Harold Wilson, Prime 
Minister of England, would be prepared to receive King. 

Duff indicated that she would chock into this. Rustln 
said that it should not appear as though this was King’s 
idea and that it was preferred that Wilson announce that 
be is Inviting King to visit him. Rustln Inquired of 
Duff as to whether there is a group of "peace-minded people” 
in London who would work to raise money for ”our work in 
Mississippi." Duff replied in the affirmative and Rustln 
explained that the reason for raising funds is that ”ve” ; 
are some $2,000,000 ”in the hole on the Mississippi - 

business” and that there are about 17 churches which have ~ 
to be rebuilt. Rustln suggested that arrangements might 
be made to have the London Embassy of some African nati 
have a reception for King while he is there. 


1964, 


On November 9, 1964, Rustln told an associate 
that he was departing for London on November 11, 1964, for 
the purpose of clarifying a confusion which has developed 
surrounding King’s trip to Europe in December, 1964. xne 
confusion arises from the fact that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury desires to receive King, but has been opposed 
by certain elements since King is a Eaptist. Rustln also 
Indicated that while in London he Is going to determine 
whether or not King will be. able to meet with Prime Minis 
ViIson. . - ; 



it («) 


Bayard Rustln is a frequent advisor to King and 
-is a former member of the Young Communist League, an organization 
which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive (Jk/ 
Order 10450. ,., * S' 1 


Harry Vachtel, also a frequent advisor to King, 
is the Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Society.for 
Human Rights, a fund-raising adjunct of the Southern 
Christian L eadersh ip Confe rence, which Con ferenc e is 
by King. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNmROUTE 

'Memorandum 

_ . _ ^ 

ME. V. C. HULLIVAM 

MS. G. C. MOORS 


UNITED STATES GOVERN! 
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IN ENVELOPE 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. cT^tttlivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop^ 


V. C. SULLIVAN 

I 

«. c. moors// 



DATE: June 9, IVOtf 


/ Trotl* 


_ MlEr _ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
subject: SBCURIXT MATTER - communist 


1 - Mr. G. C. Moor* / 

I - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
(Attention: Mr. 

KOZtlUS) 

1 - Mr. Glass j 


Trott*r _ 

Tele. Boo* _ 
Hoiim_ 

Gendy ... ■ 


/V Pursuant to your request the following fsots concerning 

/ / electronic surveillances on Martin Luther King. Jr., and the 
s/T ' Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and former 


Attorney General Ramsey Clark's knowledge of these surveillances 

tea aof fortB 


A wiretap was installed at King's address In Atlanta 


Georgia, on 1T/B/63 and Was discontinued 4/30/ 65 when he move 

reinstltuted at his new ad dress . , 

7T7TA /«* 
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in Los Angeles 


These were discontinued when Kin 
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__ 1/24/64 and 7/15764-7/31/64 . The dis - 

was for lack of productivity: the dlscontlnuanc 


ecause the office moved. Ther 


to 6/21/66 when former Attorn ey 
discontinued because of the involve- 
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UNITED STATES D 


TMENT OF JUSTICE 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Jn Reply, neon Refer to 

FUeNo.100-106670 
100-3-116 


—__ '• - ^CL' ^mpivn 


WASHINGTON SS, D. C. 


T ^~itfsao.v* 

G-ZZT.UC2 ■ 


October 7, 1963 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 



W) 


Ck 


' f It is further requested that authority be granted 

to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC office at the 
current New York address or to any other address to whichj^. 
It may be moved. 



m® 


Respectfully, 


A . °"^enclosurs 

| TTJ Vi a2 >fi-L - v'-.r*. 

Sn-Sr - TCI« 11. X i 7 1963 .-■•'••• 
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A / 
.VMl 


1C0-SG&W '70' 6 















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




tm Ktpfy, PUat* R^r »• 

run* 100-106670 
100-3-116 


. - » 
■ % ■#£-;- 


4it Tim- WASHINGTON 15, D* C. 

C0 ^AiBi 3 - October 18, 1963 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 








APPROVED 


DATE /ihJJAl - 


Respectfully, 


ii Edgar hoover 

Director , £ 

£Lf 5 !? * _„ r i il, l-*r* e 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


'^Memoranc^. 2_ 

: Mr. W. C. Sullivan^y 


TT 1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoac 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishofi 
_____ ^ „ 1 - Mr. W. C. Sulliv 

TE IN ENVET,OPR 
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DATE. 6/21/69 


FROM 




SUBJECT: 


G. C. Moor 

O 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


JUNE v 


C. D. Brennan 
(Attn: Mr.Rozamus) 
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Sell*** — 

Tove> _ 

Trot** __ 

Tele. Room . 

Holtnv* _ 

Gandy 


C. E. Glass 
J. J. Dunn 
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-Letter received fron Representa tive H. R. Gross (R) 

of Iowa expressing concern over con troversjT'involving telephone 
surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. Gross requested 
additional facts regarding this surveillance and King's 
communist affiliations. Recommended that Gross be contacted 
by representative of Crime Records Division, thanked for his 
Interest and advised that due to various ramifications involved 
la this matter, it is not believed appropriate to furnish him 
oats requested. 

We have had cordial relations with Gross. In his \j/ 
letter. Gross stated he believed a more complete accounting or 
King's activities is due the citzens of this nation and woxjld 
most definitely be in the national interest. Gross requested: i 
(1) that the Director confirm, in as much detail as possible, J 
that the telephone surveillance bn King was occasioned by tis 
association with Communist Party members; (2) that the Director 
describe tbs occasion on which * pprow** 1 fo t the King telephone 
surveillance was requested and received. Gross asked if it was 
correct that a conference was held In this matter involving 
the Director, an aide, Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Ka$zenbach; (3) that 
the Director furnish any facts deemed appropriate to demonstrate 
the extent to which King may have <fieaii;.d with members of the 
Communist Party. * 



Data regarding the approval of the King telephone^ r 
\ surveillance by former Attorney General Robert Kennedy and V. 


general Information regarding king's communist affiliations! 
have already received widespread newspaper publicity. In view 
of the various ramifications involved in the matter of King's 


telephone surveillance, it Is not believed additional lnformatio 
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will certainly result in additional widespread publicity and 
prompt numerous inquiries to us by members of Congress and FBI 


critics. 
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Memorandum G. C. Moor® to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


RECOMMENDATION ; 

If you approve, a representative of the Crise Records 
Division will personally contact Gross, thank his for his 
Interest, and advise his that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not 
believed appropriate to furnish hiin^ any additional data. , 



re/23/69 ADDENDUM BY MR. TOLSON: * 


I agree. I see no point in continuing this controversy. I think 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELO 





Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


from : G. C. Moor 





date June 16, 1969 


Callohsr 
Cor:03 «. 

Felt - 

Gc>- 


JUNE 




subject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


Telt. Rood 
Holret — 




Pursuant to the Director's instructions, the facts 
concerning the telephone surveillance of the residence of the 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., are being furnished the President 
by the attached letter.~ 


In view of the interest of the Vice President in urban 
affairs, it is felt this information would also be of interest 
to the Vice President and a letter to him is attached. The 
information in these letters has also been furnished the 
Attorney General. 


ACTION: 




. That attached letters concerning the telephone/^ 
surveillance pn Martin Luther King, Jr. be furnished the 
President and the Vice President. This mail should be returned 
to Mr. DeLoach's office for delivery. rf\NTfcM£D 


Enclosures - 2 


100-106670 



VEREIRV 


tW 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. J. H. Gale 
Attn: Mr. Devic 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. Fett er aoo —ft 
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^2mT feasibility of sudi eovorass *oul4 bo dotorviood : 
and an appropriate recosnendation would be tubalttad 
to him. 

On July 25, 1965, Hr. Kennedy changed hi* 
mind concerning hit request and thought it Ill-advised 
at that tins, but on October 7, 1963, a request for 
authority to place a telephone surveillance on King's 
residence we* sent to Hr. Kennedy. On October 10, 
1963, be authorised this surveillance, end e sur¬ 
veillance on eny future residence of King, by his 
written signature. 

This telephone surveillance was installed 
on Voveeber 8, 1963, and was discontinued on April 30, 
1965. * 


5 . CSft. . 


. b • v 



This Inf onset l on has been furnished the 
Vice President end the Attorney General. 


. **’ vr , * 


Sincerely yours. 
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See Bsoortndui C. C. Moore to V. C. Sullivan, 
dated 6/16/69, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Security Matter - Coeauaist,** prepared by TJD:fsh. 


•» k>»' 


■X* ■£**!'- 


' Cleseifled "Top Secret** because of sensitive 
nature of the information contained therein, the unauthorised 
disclosure of which could result in exceptionally grave 
^ damage to the national security. •••* -a- ■ 
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ROUTlflN ENVELOPE ’ & 

— ^^1' 1 - HrJkeLoach _ . , ^ 

71(1 M ,rir 1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
« f »«-l - Mr. Bishop ’ ^ 

1 - Mr. Gale (Attn: Mr. Devic) 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

(Attn: Mr. KozaxBus)^'. , 

1 - Mr. if. C. Patterson v * r 


June 16, 1969 1 


>$£xr- * * . 
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k- * Honorable Spiro T. Agnev 

I' the Vice President 

fiihlagUBt D, C. 


JUKE 
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dear Mr* Vice President! 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 12 UfiCLASSirlED v 
DATE_£,4?=/W8YaW 




The following facts are being furnished for your 
• information concerning the telephone^ surveillance on the 
V residence of the late M artin Luther-Klng, Jr., authorised \ ^ 
by former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy^and Installed Y\ 

n * ' w .>•>•- by this Bureau. 

- i -' f * jsi' 

T Op July 16* 1 963* an official of this Bureau 
sav Mr. Kennedy,et r the fetter** request* On that occasion, 
^ Mr* Kennedy said be was considering the possibility of i ,i£ 
telephone -surveillance «f King because of King's eomnsiist 
essoclstions«—He-was advised by^Xhe Bureau official that 


since King wsAJJL-travel .pfcetue^frectioalijr all the time 
the productivity of such-a surveillance was doubtful and be 



to oooildtr tht 


Known thatTiucfc 1 


* t 



if,At ever became 
instituted on •King. 


Mr. Kennedy'iwiid hewas, not-concerned about possible *Spet*^ " 
cussions end that h* Jit -.jtfsrlUblM to have as oooplete 

coverage tt^osslbte'injviow of ^-poaslble ^oBiBaniSt Influ- , - 

cnee in the racial situation. Ms was - told that the feasibility 
of such coverage would bo detefminod and an appropriate * #*r 
recommendation would bo submitted to him* /A / / '^1*6 ' 

^100-106670 REC-S 10O' lQ<f(ff/U- s 
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lenonblt Spiro *.&£ A ga ev •*< 
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to Juir *< *•«* «JiM*«a hit 

^f y»»wt4r>ff mf tMUtlt Slid thought it tll-«dvlie4 tt .|^ff 

tia4,but CO October 7® DM, a raquaat dor authority to -&§0p§0 
pioeo * telapbona surveillance on Hog*• residence vaa cent 
to Mr. broody* Qb October 10, 1963, ho authorised thii ^ , 
ourroiilonco and o ourroiilonco on any future residence ^ 


of by hia written signature* 




Thia telephone ourroiilonco wu installedon 
IcmnnbOT t 9 1963® and vu discontinued on April 30®, 1965. 


Tha Proaidont and tba Attorney General have 
olao boon fumiahod thia information* 


■ 


Sinceraly youra® 




HOTS: 


**- Set MBorandin G. C. Mooro to Mr. C. D. DeLoech* 

doted 6/16/69, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr.* Security 


V:’ 


Matter - Coemunist," prepared by XJB: fah. 




. Classified "Top Secret" because of sensitive • 
nature of the Information contained therein* the unauthorized 
disclosure of which could result In exceptionally grave 
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■""SUITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Toiaon — 

DeLoec*- 

Mofc- 


M Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOP© 

Vj .; f*ii 


FROM 


: Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
: G. C. Moor </]£y 


DATE: 6/19/69 


JUNE 


Roc IT . 
Holrs-e* — 


SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER KING r JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


pi i WFOR^AATlOtjI CONI 
KREKUS 




DAT! 


Pursuant to your instructions, information is set 
forth below regarding discontinuance of the telephone surveil¬ 
lance on the Atlanta, Georgia, residence of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

The above-mentioned telephone surveillance was 
(discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King changed residences 
• in Atlanta. At that time matters of interest to us pertaining 
to King and his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), were being obtained through a telephone 
surveillance on the Atlanta headquarters of SCLC. This telephone 
surveillance on SCLC in Atlanta was in existence from Novenber 8, 
1963, to JOne 21. 1966 . when former Attorney General Nichofos/ Elj^. 
Katzenbach o rd ered it discontinued becau se of the involvem :nu § 
of ~an laCU! ott icial CHosea Wiiliams) in a car theft case, 

^— ■■■ ^ „■ . - — w 

Attached is a copy of Atlanta airtel May 19, 1965, , 

showing the discontinuance of the telephone surveillance on \(!,' 


King on Appil 30, 1965, 


- BBUSIi.m, 

1 

Enclosure 
100-106670 
1 - Mr. C. 


1 / 


For information. 


DeLoach 
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i m 
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- Mr. W. C. Sullivan 

- Mr. T. E. Bishop 

- Mr. G. C. Moore 

- Mr. C. D. Brennan 

- Attn: Mr. Rozamus 

- Mr. C. E. Glass 

- Mr.' J. J. Dunn ^ 


i4 


1 JUN 20 1969 




n\se?7 fs 'mf ) 


50196?? 







mi Mr 




.-a ‘.* '■ ' 



FD‘36 {n«». 5-22-G4) _ ^ ^ 

t'z 

. •' * n 

' \ ; f r- * " > 

* • 

W- • ■ 


- T* - * ‘ . 

- - • - < • ~ ^ - - ■* ** 
* 


> ; . FBI * • • 

V . 

• 4 • -p • 'i ”.-V- -« 'w. J 

* • 


Date: 5/19/65 

Transmit the following in _ 





(Type in plaintext or code) 

~ AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


JUNE 



. (Priority) 

TO: DIRECTORJ TB1 _ (TDD-4^2529} “ 

FROM: __SAC, ATLANTA (100-667G-Z) 

* u 

re: v CIPJJ 


Re Bureau airtel 4/19/C5, which authorized survey 
relative to Tesur on new residence of MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. This survey was conducted with full security and 
results of same were furnished telephonically on 5/6/65 
to Assistant Director WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN. On the sans 
date, Mr. SULLIVAN telephonically advised that the 
installation of this Tesur was not authorized at this 
time. 

Survey reflects that telephone service is 
led to the KING residence cn two telephone liafcs- 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


juns 


. v ^ : 


TO 


*3* 


FROM 


MR. TAVEL 

J. H* Gala 


DATE: 6/16/69 


■• -”v~ 


SUBJECT: 


.»Tv 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 
Bureau file 100-106670 


cc Mr. Gale 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Tavel 







WSjf. 


Attached hereto is a copy of Former Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy's authorization to place a wire-tap 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 


jfe 

I **r 


a»fc 


Mr. Tolson has instructed that this copy be ‘ 
filed as an attachment to Serial 254, in file 100-106670 t JUNE* 
Serial 254 formerly had the original as an attachment; 
however, the original, pursuant to Mr. Tolson *s instructions, 
is now to be retained by Miss Gandy. 



ACTION: 

That the Files It Conuunlcations Division file 
the attached copy in accordance with Mr. Tolson's instructions. 
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our 5/21/69 rote to the Director adv^ins^^th^^^VK? 
recv.,_ received from the Department to have S... 
available ir. the Atlanta Cilice on 5/27/39 to review witJ£> 
Department AttdTiey llichael T. Dpstein the Liar tin Luther n tr.g 
case and to prepare^ possible testimony for" the Cassius Cj.hu 
hearing in Houston, Terras, on 3/2/6S, the Director asked thef | ^ 
question, "Just what is pending re King?" 

fy 

There is nothing pending on King, However, since v 

Cassius Clay had appealed his 1957 Selective Service conviction \ 

on grounds that his case was tainted by "illegal Government 
eavesdropping," the^Department had requested review of the II 
liar tin Luther King file since a conversation between Clay 
King was monitored on 9/4/64 in Atlanta, Georgia. 

/ : r 

• \ 

The electronic surveillance established on King was 

requested and approval was received from the Attorney General.' \ 
King had a close association with Stanley David Levison, a 
[concealed Columnist Party member and the security purposes ^ 
intended by ±&q electronic surveillance were to determine th#/ ’ ^ 
extent of communist influence on King, the Southern Christai^ r 
Leadership Conference, and the racial situation in general, ; ' 

DtCtA v, I. .U' by SjP 

ACTION : !*><£<* 4j ^ 

The above submitted for information, u 


for information. »m 





m i 


wmm 



■ pM 







By] 

BEj 

KjllQMl 




■%* 

fev fyr m 

0'’ aA 


E3 


■ 


Kifflsaiaiaa 


jph 



A$t ; * 


Nt 





■rrrr™l 


• > ■ '<$** 


!r*r 





















































* S*i* 


TT^^TS^EWctiowc sukvcllascs i«mr*ximo« vt£~* 

■ *ttjf' *£* r^WFTTV; ■ * ■* ry. .y* .V •■ *• 


--.. ncuBxn rarosss dubided to u soted r ^ 

,:. .^^OKVSEUdMCS TOOT XRSTXTOTR) ASD PSRIODXCALU COKTUfBSD 

Mcurltf ptfpMM LftUnd«l to bo iom4 by this 




emreelllanc* wro to determine the extent of communist Infla- 
^enee on Kits, tin Southern Christ lea Leadership Conference, 

^ end the redel situation la general* By his activities. King ^ 
^ had b scoaa recognised by any as tha "national l ead er ** of (L W& 
^Mosis tini rl^t* and tha Integration oov sne nt ^ 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 



SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE CSCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 * ^ 


Serial pulled from this' file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. / 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE fSC 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 * * * 


• f 

*®^**®* serial pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr*, sent to National Archives* 
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Comod , 
Fell_ 


.. MS. TOLSON 


DATE: 5/17/68 



FROM 


asr- 


C. D. DeLoach 


SUBJECT: 


£> ■■ ■■ •- \ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 

(Previous request for \ 
electronic coverage 
by Robert F. Kennedy) 

LEAK OF INFORMATION BY DEPARTMENT 


cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Bishop 


Turner_ 

Tele. Room 

Hoi a#* —A 


J.A*' 

ysa, 





EjrWeisl, JrT~came over to see ee at 4:15 p.n., 5/17/68. 
le asked Me if the runor was true that was going around Washington 
to the effect that Bobby Kennedy had specifically asked the FBI 
to tap the telephone of Martin Luther King. I told Weisl I had not 
teard this rumor. I asked him what prompted his question. He 
replied that he had heard about this several times and, as a natter 
>i fact, a statement had appeared in a recent newspaper article. 


i;^o 

ll£ LaJ 


wft. : I reminded Weisl that Messrs. Gale, McAndrews, and I had 

"^briefed him regarding all activities pertaining to Bobby Kennedy's 
V requests for microphones and telephone taps during his tenure as 
vg Attorney General. I stated this briefing, as he should recall. 


* W- * t 
-» 


7Nconcerned the basis on which the Department pleaded immunity in the 


EX civil suit against our agents in Las Vegas, Nevada. 


V J ^ 

CO Weisl stated he remembered the briefing and, as a natter 

-Jivlof fact, this was when the information first cane to his attention. 

asked Weisl why he was now asking me this specific questioned 2 

^^n He re P lied because Drew Pearson had found out about this natter and 
c/ - )'sj|probab 1 y would print it in order to embarrass Bobby Kennedy.' i 

... \ 

~ J X ssked Weisl if he had discussed this natter with Drew o' 

h .P®areas*. He replied in the affirnatlve and stated his father, y 
c ;£d Velil. Sr*. had also discussed the matter with Paa?sosV Weisl 
* ‘“fssked ne if the FBI would have any objections to this natter being 
brought out before the public. I told him it appeared as if the 
^ natter had already been brought out before the public. I stated 
h® should keep several-things in mind, i.e., (1) regardless of how 
such an article was written, a segment of the Negro population of the 
, United States would still feel very harshly toward the FBI and 
WL j U) this would obviously cut off sone of our sources el information/* 




I' Weisl rebutted this statement with the fact that lldhard 

!* 4^*E>lHarwood of the Washington Post ‘had already printed the fact thatj 
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’the FBI had accumulated a number of tapes on King, as a result of 
the utilization of microphones. Velsl stated that Pearson would 
obviously indicate that Bobby Kennedy had ordered the FBI to take 
this action. I told Veisl that, nevertheless, certain Negro groups 
would still blame the FBI, whether we were ordered to take such 
action or not. 

Veisl stated he would try to keep the above matter from 
being printed, if the FBI felt so strongly about it. I told him 
we held no brief for Kennedy, in view of the shoddy way in which 
he had treated the FBI; however, we did not want to be involved 
in any political maneuvers and action of this nature would most 
certainly concern politics. Teisl stated he would try to keep 
this from appearing. 

I Richard Harwood did include in his recent article on the 

Director a statement that the FBI had several tapes on Martin Luther 
King, as a result of the utilization of microphones. This fact has 
also appeared in a number of other newspapers. Apparently Weisl 

has discussed this matter with Pearson-Pearson desiring to print 

the facts in order to embarrass Kennedy. 

The record is quite clear, through the medium of memoranda 
written by former employee Courtney Evans, that Kennedy first 
requested electronic coverage; however, Evans succeeded in talking 
him out of it. Several months later Evans approached Kennedy and 
requested permission for suck coverage, at which time Kennedy approve* 
this coverage. While an expose of such facts could obviously hurt 
Kennedy, such action wouftl also harm the FBI from a public relations 
standpoint. Te, therefore, should have no part in it and should 
discreetly discourage such action if brought to our attention. 

ACTION - 

If such an article is printed by Pearson, we should 
follow a strict "no comment" policy. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ^, T . 

A/^woran^wm^OUTE IN ENVELOPE 


Trim - 
DeLoocb 


■r. V. C. Sulliv 


C. D. Brenn 


mar^^ 


DATE: 5 / 1/68 


JUKI 


Tevwi - 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Roob . 
Holme* r - 


m : 

- 4 . ?. 


MARTII LUTHER RING, JR. 


A* you recall, a blind memorandum was prepared 
at the request of Hr. DeLoach setting forth viretaps on King 
approved under written signature of former Attorney General 
Robert 7. Kennedy. Since the memorandum, which is dated 
April 9, 1968, was subsequently routed to the Director and 
other Bureau officials, it is being filed as an enclosure to 
this memorandum in order that it say be properly recorded in 
Bureau file. 
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Rone. For your information. 
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Robert F. Kennedy, during the period he was Wttorney_ \ 

( General, not only approved recommendations for electronic <••.• _ \ 

surveillances but be Initially requested such coverage^ These- 

are the facts: ^ 

Former Assistant Director C. A. Evans by memorandum 
dated July 16, 1963, to former Assistant to the Director .. 

A. H. Belmont reported that he, Evans, contacted Kennedy at 
his request on that date. Kennedy pointed out that in view of 
possibly communist influence In racial matters, he desired 
telephone coverage of King" and Clarence Benjamin Jones t a 
Xev Tork attorney vho had close association with King.- Evans 
pointed out to Kennedy that King was in constant travel status 
and it was, therefore, doubtful that a telephone surveillance 
at his office or home would be productive. Also Evans raised 
a question as to the repercussions if it should ever become 
known that such a surveillance had been put on King. Kennedy 
replied that this did not concern him in the least*. 

) - By memorandum dated July 25, 1963, from Evans to 

Belmont, Evans reported that Kennedy stated he was-of the 
opinion that his request for telephone surveillance on King 
had been ill-advised and that he was withdrawing his request. 

Memorandum of October 7, 1963, to the Attorney General 
from the Director requested a telephone surveillance on King 
«at his residence 563 Johnson Avenue, Xortheast, Atlanta, Georgia. 
|This was approved under the written signature of Kennedy dated 
October 10, 1963. A telephone surveillance was Installed on 
Rovember 8, 1963, and discontinued on April 30, 1965. 

Memorandum dated October 18, 1963, to the Attorney 
General requested a telephone surveillance on King at his 
office, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 / 

'Auburn Avenue^ Xortheast, Atlanta, Georgia. This was approved 
I on the written signature of Kenne dy dated October SI, 1963, - ^ 

* Telephone surveillance Vss^installed on October SI, 1963, 
and. discontinued on June 31, 1966. . _ » * 'i »iS. 
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While Kennedy did personally sign two requests for 
telephone surveillances on King, he did not sign any, microphone 


surveillance reoueatm. 
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J on by Bureau officials (The Director, Beloont, Sulliras, A 
Baumgardner) acting under general authority relating to the 
Attorney General. During 1964 Microphone surveillance coverage 
van placed on King during his travels to Washington, D. C.; 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Honolulu, Hawaii; Los Angeles, California; 
Detroit, Michigan; San Francisco, California; and Savannah, 

Georgia, 

By memorandum dated March 4, 1964, froa F,. J. 

Bausgardner to Mr. W. C. Sullivan recosnended and approved 
that Evans perso nally deli ver to the Attorney General a copy 
of a Top SecretfHHMmC sesorandus containing results of 
microphone surveillances of King and his associates while at 
the Willard Hotel in Washington, D. C., during January 5 - 7 # u'Tfc 
1964, and during February 18 - 25, 1964, while King was is P > 
Hon olulu . Hawaii, and Los Angeles. Calif 







Ft also contained King's vilification of the late President and 
his wife. The sesorandus was delivered by Evans on March 10, 1964. 

Mesorandua froa Evans to Belaont of September 11, 1964, 
reported that Kennedy before leaving office had instructed 
that the Top Secret" sesorandus submitted to his by the FBI 
be returned to the Bureau since he did not feel this material 
should go to the general Departmental files. Evans recommended 
that the copy of the material be destroyed. The Director 
instructed that it was sot to be destroyed but kept is fils 
with Evans* sesorandus. The contents of the Top Secret" . ^* 

sesorandus clear ly indicat e tha t t he information case fron a * 
microphone surveillance. 
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‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : 

Memorandum 1 - Mr. Sulllvi 


UNITEO STATES GOVERNMENT 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 * Mr. C. D. Brennan 


C. SullivadU;^ 


Tolaon — 
DeLooch . 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 

C ail ah an 
Conrad _ 

_ %F 9 [X - 

Wale — -A 


DATE: April 18, 1968 


FROM 


C. D. Brenna 


f JUNE 

C S. A E.TT. B Y OhJ 


CON 


--T/.vSOI - FCIM 11, 1-2. 

Of review 

subject martin LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


. Rozasus 
. 'Ridgeway 


TeS. Room . 

Soloes- 

Gandy „.. 


l 


This is to advise you of past electronic surveillances 
that we had installed for the purpose of securing intelligence data 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., forner President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). VJl 




3 


V 

<z_, 





r; Installed Discontinued Type 


Location 


4 11/8/63 


4/30/65 


Wiretap 


- 1/5/64 
c5 1/27/64 


1/8/64 

1/27/64 


Microphone 

Microphone 


2/18/64 

'^■2/20/64 


2/20/64 


Microphone 


2/21/64 


Microphone 


j2/22/64 


2/24/64 


563 Johnson Avenue, N.E., I 
Atlanta, Georgia | 
Willard Hotel, Washington, D| 
Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, I 
Wisconsin I 
Hilton Hawaiian Village, I 
Honolulu, Hawaii ffl 
Ambassador Hotel, Los AngelBf 
California i « 


MicrophdftM i r Hyatt House Motel, 

* il,J Los Angeles, California 


J3/19/64 


3/20/64 


>4/23/64 

i 


4/24/64 


:4/24/64 


4/26/64 


Microphone statler Hotel, Detroit, I 
BEC 8Michigan /OO-/O&/J0 -33w' 
Microphone Senator J 

California / 

Wiretap Hyatt Houeftpfc>${)l£g£os Angeilee 

r California 1 

Wiretap Hyatt Hi-iwsKTJlQffel Angslea 

NT \ ' CONTINUED \ OVER 1/, t 

a) SESIttT 


o - 


7/7/64 


7/9/64 


100-106670 


RLR:S88 


6 


Claoilied by M 
Exempt from Ci- 
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Memorandum 

C. D. Brennan 

to Mr. W. C 

RB: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
100-106670 

JR. 

: L 

Installed 

Discontinued 

Type 

7/7/64 

7/9/64 

Microphone 

8/14/64 

9/8/64 

Wiretap 

8/22/64 

8/27/64 

Wiretap 

9/28/64 

10/2/64 

Microphone 

1/8/65 

1/11/65 

Microphone 

1/28/65 

1/31/65 

Microphone 

3/29/65 

3/31/65 

Microphone 

5/12/65 

5/13/65 

Microphone 

10/14/65 

10/15/65 

Microphone 

10/28/65 

10/30/65 

Microphone 

11/29/65 

11/30/65 

Microphone 



Location 


Hyatt House Motel, Los Angelas, 
California 

125 East 72nd Street, 

New York, New York 
Claridge Hotel, Atlantic Citfl, 
New Jersey 

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Georgia 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 

New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 


In addition 
coverage was afforded 


to the above 
the SCLC. 


Ul 


coverage of King, the following! 


Installed Discontinued Type 


10/24/63 1/24/64 
11/8/63 6/21/66 
7/13/64 7/31/64 


Wiretap 

Wiretap 

Wiretap 


Location 

New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
New York Office 


All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage pf King’s residence and an 
other future address to which he may aove, and the New York Office 
SCLC. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were give 
during the adsinlstration of President John F. Kennedy. 


Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone 
surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized 
1 Bureau officials acting on general authority relating to the 
Attorney General. 


ACTION: 




None. For Information. 
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UNITED STATES G /ERNKJ^'QfJVg 

'Memorandum ™ 

— 

; Hr. Wi*C. Sullivan Xr 1 date; Dec< 


l^EL 


OPE. 


Mr. W*C. Sullivan 


ftow : C. D. Brennan 




A SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

' SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


date: December 19, 196j 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Vick 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Rozamus 
1 — Mr. D. M. Welle 


Camper — 
Cgjjabdft . 
€onro4 — 

Fe]u-, 


T rotter- 

Tele. Booo 
Holme* __. 


-jwv 



By nenorandun dated 12/15/66 you were advised of 
the nlcrophone and wire tap coverage we had afforded'Martin 
Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 'The Director wrote "When?” concerning the three 
tines Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach was advised 


of the nlcrophone installations and that trespass was 
involved. Also the Director wrote "When?” concerning 


jjg involved. Also the Director wrote "When?” concerning the 

jc _ nlcrophone coverage of King furnished Attorney General 

Robert F. Kennedy, perusal of which would indicate that a 
nlcrophone was the source of this information. 

Attorney General Katzenbach was advised on the 
£3 dates indicated by nenorandun, that trespass was involved 

In the following nlcrophone Installations: 


Installed Discontinued 


Location 


Attorney General 
Advised 


5/12/65 


5/13/65 


Sheraton Atlantic 
Hotel 

New York, New York 


5/17/65 


10/14/65 


10/15/65 


Astor Hotel 

New York. New York 


10/19/65^. 


11/29/65 


11/30/65 


Anericana Hotel 
New York, New York 


12/1/65 





Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy was furn ished 1 

I an eight page "Top Secret” nenorandun Mam* l^MMfr^dated j 
1 Marc h 4 y 1964 . This n enorandun is a summary o^Hcr ophone 
I dUVSFageaf forded Klng^BBHHBflHlHHHHi^^^ in the c 
JWillard Hotel, Washington, D. C^Hilton Hawaiian Village, _ 
JHonolulu, Hawaii; Anbassador Hotel, Los Angeles, California,' 
| and the Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles, California. The ( 
yWording of the nenorandun Is couched in such a^nanner that It 
His obvious that a nlcrophone was (the source*. 1 'Also furnished 


-■ i it. 

“!fU! 


100-106670 
- DMWtrWf 

"’''A " JAN 27 1367 


SEC It' 17 " 

.EX-113 


'e*- 2g^|>V 



coirninKfe. ma 

. . 


• JAN 23 067 











ACTION: 


None. For information 
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Memorandum ctrA/bcT - E: SIS' „ c 

“ T^. D.c..b.r 

JUNK 


TO : Hr. V. C. Sullivan \)* 


C. D. Brennan 


* 

c 


subject MAST IN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. D.M. Veils 




This is to advise you of the microphone and vire tap 
coverage that we have afforded Martin Luther King, Jr., President 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 1 I f 


I As you are 

/..individuals having C 


\ 



, T * 

^ 'Q 






0 


aware King has been in close association with 

__„ v ~mmunlst Party backgrounds since his rise to 

.prominence in the civil rights field. /Among such individuals 
''is his principL advisor Stanley Levison^ a long-time secret 
communist whose membership in the Communist Party, USA, has been 
established as late as July, lfMHQ Clarence Jones, another close 
advisor to King, was a former member and in a position of leadershi] 
in the Labor Youth League^ a communist front organization. Bayard 


- Rustin, another of King's close advlso 


tunist League in the early 1940's 



On October 10, 1963, Attorney General Robert _ 

approved technical"surveillances on’King's current residence or 
at any ^further address to which he pay noyfi7 ge~ala o approved the 
technical^ surveillance OTTEeSouthern Christian Leadership. Q 


Conference Hew York‘City Office'or any other address to which it 
may be moved. ' 


A wire tap was installed on King's residence, 563 Johnson 
Avenue, northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 1963, and 
discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King moved from this address.1 
was not reinstituted on his new residence. VJ^. 


From October 24, 1963, to January 24, 1964, and from 
I July 7, 1964, to July 31, 1964, a wire tap was maintained on the 
/Southern Christian Leadership Conference New York City Office. 


k 


ln^Addition, on October 21, 1963, Attorney GeneralJEennedy auth orial 


gjK&Fd tap on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
lemdeuayters alt Atlanta, Georgia,, which was saint ;ulned f ree 
Novemb er. S^ 1963, to June 21, 1966, when Attorney General-Vicho.l. 1 
deg. Katsenbach ordered it discontinued since he thought it ~ 
bd-'ltrwjndicial to the possible prosecution of Homes 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference gf ficipl, under .Inters ti 
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicles Statutes. 



C18 'V 

Smttimued -.oyer 

A EX-in • JAN 23 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. SailI t an 
*1: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
100-106670 





H 


In addition to the foregoing we maintained 16 
Microphones and 4 wire taps of_a few days^duration at various 
hotels and one temporary residence. These were installed 
l*®®™*®® of the possibility of a meeting between King and hlg 
\communlst advisors. The 4 wire taps were installed under the 
>rlgihal authority given by the Attorney'General on 10/10/63 
concerning King's residences. ' VJL^ 

Attorney General Katzenbach was specifically 
notified of three of these microphone installations. .In.each 
of these three instances the Attorney General was advised | I 
that * trespass was involved in the installation,, LL 

In addition, concerning microphone coverage of * 
King, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy was furnished the Li. 
.pertinent Information obtained, perusal of which would indicate 
that a microphone was the source of this information. 


ACTION: 


None. For information. 
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st )r# 


Domestic InftlligMct Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

12/17/66 


D«t* . 


Attached conversation between 
Stanley Levlson and Chauncey 
Eskridge relates to possibility of 
electronic surveillance coverage 
by FBI of Martin Luther King. 
Levison la long-time secret 
communist and Eskridge Is a ChiSgi 
attorney; both are King advisors. 

We did maintain telephone tai 
coverage of King from Kovember, 1 
1963, until June_ 1 966. 

JH :cec 

date of bevxew. 
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Trans nit the following in 

AIRTEL 


F B I 

Date: 12/16/66 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


Ur. Trotter — 
Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes . 
Miss Goody _ 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) 


JUNE 


sM 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

-EM G- wCcqAitv —Co : 7~ ; 

—AT>- t' 

O PF>iC of c^Cwi ■ fiTi.fifJ’Tn r j- 

Re telephone conversation, 12/B/66, between 
SAC DONALD E. RONEY of NY and Inspector JOSEPH SIZOO. ^ 
of the Bureau concerning conference of STANLEY LEVISOnX 
and pAUNC^ESKRID^ _ U*) hlQ) 

JL^-On 12/16/66 a source close to 

STaNLEwLEVISON , advised that information had r -tf 

come to his attention which disclosed that LEVISON 
and CHAUNCEY (CHAUNCEYfctSKRIDGE , Chicago attorney antT” 
adviser to KING), were in contact on that date, Accoding 
to the information received by the source, their contact 
was.in regard to the current controversy over eavesdroppi 
Their comments were as follows: 

LEVISON; "This’is tsom£thing we haVeiknown 
about for years. We never knew who it was and chances^^ 
are it was not just one but several. Surely the locales 
community used to do it, but anytime he (KING) talked*^ 
on the phone he knew he had visitors." v 

.CHAUNCEY: "That*s the first time that it-ever| 
came out knowledgeable that the FBI was doing this.^ ft 
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LEVISOK: "Oh yea. That*8 right. Although 
actually it was communicated to him (KING)". 



CHAUNCEY: "We knew it but the public didn't know it.^^ 

LEVISON: "The public didn't know it" 


CHAUNCEY: "Except that Hoover (Director Hoover 
of the FBI) called that press conference after that little 
flap about him. Then Hoover disclosed to newsmen in an 
off the record meeting of news women. Remember he had 
the conference with the news women." 



LEVISON: "That is right, 
say that time to the news women?" 


Yea. 


What did he 



CHAUNCEY: "It was stated in the press that it 
was off the record, but that he told things about ML (KING) 
that they allegedly didn't know before. We never knew what 
he said, but the fact that he did communicate to news women 
this information is how Reston knew about it." 



LEVISON: "It's always been well known that they 


have secret files on everybody from the President down, 
and this the press has talked about. As a matter offact, 
it came up at that time because they said what's going 
to happen to those confidential files when Hoover resigns 
or dies. Who gets them* And of course everyone in 
Washington is nervous about that." 

CHAUNCEY: "I don't blame them." 




\ 


LEVISON: "This sort of thing you see, has a funny 
kind of quality to it. People are nervous—on the otherhand, 
the fella who has them can't use them because then 
he's in trouble. So it's a kind of equilibrium, .■£ 

that gets established. One of,those funny stones I 

smber from years ago was the racketeer Dutch Sfchultz, . 
of the big operators in this.area. He knew hie phone 
always tapped. And he never entered a phone .T-j PjSF 

vers at ion without saying, *1 hope your ears fall off : 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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£ i At Jtqpfy, Fkyr Rrfw •* 


(IS) 100-106670 


■ 

-#?• 



CT*.*i(i 
Exempt 
Dele of 


sSfc- 


WASH 1 NGTON, D.C. *0515 

January 21, 1966 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Thin Bureau** investigation of communist 
influence in Vacial natters has developed considerable 
information indicating the Influence upon Martin Luther 
King, Jr., headof the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, by individuals with subversive backgrounds such 
as Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and 
others* From time\to tine. King neets with these individuals 
and coverage of these nestings by this Bureau results in the 
obtaining of evidenc^of the influences upon King as well as 
information concerning the tactics and plans of King and his 
organisation in the civil rights movement. The coverage of 
these nestings also has developed information concerning 
King's involvement in the \ietnan situation. These meetin ^ 



frequently take place in hotel rooms in New York City. 

On January 20, 1966^ information was received that 
King plans to arrive in New York City on January 21, 1966, and 
will stay at the Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, 
New York City, from January 21, 1£66, until approximately 
January 25, 1966. We also had information that King planned 
to neet with his advisors this week in New York City. 

Because of the importance of the neVtlng and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected 
January 21, 1966, on King in Rooms 34^5 - 3437, Americana ta 
Hotel, New York City. /This surveillance Involved trespassr** 
It will be immediately/discontinued upon his departure. 
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Serial Removal Charge Oat 
4-21 (Rev. 2-11-4$) 


INSTRUCT/ONS: Thie form is to be removed from file by * Filing Unit employee only upon the return of tha it 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


— Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

CH Deleted under exemption(s) _with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

U3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 

__ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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Mr* Hoover - a 

r*» Obviously these are particularly |1 

delicate surveillances and we ! | 

should be very cautious In terms | 

the non-FBI people who may from i 

time to time necessarily be Involved 
In some aspect of installation* ^ 

HdeS (Katzenbach) j 
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December 1, 1965 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL £ %% 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

This Bureau’s investigation of the communist 
influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor¬ 
mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., 
bead of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by 
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Vachtel, Bayard Rustingand others. From time 
to time, King meets vith these individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the influences upon King as veil as information 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organization 
In the civil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings 
also has developed information concerning King’s involvement 
in the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently tak< 
place in hotel rooms in New York City. 

On November 29, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

Ve also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York Citft November 29-30, 1965. 

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance involved trespass/and was discontinued on !j 
November 30, 1965r ^ 
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ROUTE IN ENVELOPE 


OS) 100-10667B 


JUKI 


tbsr 1 9 UN 

1 - Kr. Belmont 
Wl 1 - Has Holme* 


_ i - ar. Sullivan 

Sit into un m UM, O. I -Hr. Bland 

l = If : teM 5 |S^^ 

Thin Bmaa , ( livtctlfitloa mt tki emmnlst 
influence la racial utttn has developed considerable inform L'jQl) 
■at loo indicating ths inflseoce vpon hart la Lather King, y 

hoad of the Sovtkan Christian Leadership Coiftmet, by 
Individuals with subversive background* sock as Stanley David 
Lerison, Harry Bechtel, Bayard Boatla and others. From tin* 
ts ttat. 11 m nests vita these Individuals end coverage of 
these sitliji hy tkim Boreas results la the obtaining «tu 
evidence sf the laflasaeos upon Bias as sell a* Information 
soaeeralas ths tactics sad plans sf Klag sad his orgaalaatlo* 
la the Civil rights noveocat. The coverage of thee* seating* 
also has dev elo p e d information concerning King's involvement - 
la the Ytetasm situation. These nestings frogaostly take - 

place la hotel room* la Be* York City* JTkK } 




6 * Boveaber SB, IBM* laformntion saa obtained that 5 
King vas to spend the might of Bovembor IB, 1965, at thd^ ^ § 
Anar leans Betel, SSad Street sad Tth Avsms, Bev York City, H * 
Ve also kad lmforaatloa that Klag plaaaed te meet nth hie 
advisor* skile la Bev York City, Boveaber SB-30, 1965. g 

Beeaase sf the taportaaso of the meet lag aad the srgeacy sf t 
ths aitmatles, a microphone sarvsillaacs vas effected Boveaber SS 
1965, sa Klag la Boons 3609-3611, American* Betel, lev York City. 
This surveillance involved trespass aad vs* discontinued 00 y w 
Boveaber SB* 1965. _ * • *' 
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SUBJECT: 


1 . 

Hr. Sul1 Itak 

F. J. Baumgardner 

D * 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


DATE: 11/29/65 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
- Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Phillip* / 

Z> 


s- J 
l i 

r> 


Special Agent in Charge{Roney^ New York Office, 

ind advif 



* 


called this morning (11/29/65) and advised that Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and some of his associates have a reservation at 
the Americana Hotel in New York City, arrival about 2 p. 


•» * 



A-J /1l/OQ/£^\ TA n<y *111 nrnhfthlv fltftV onlv 0116 Hleht iS 

WL/UMJf (li-/ VW »AM^ **•- jr-w-w * -- , w . . 

he Is to be in Washington, D. C*, 11/30/65* King and his 
party will have Rooms 3609 - 3611. The New York Office has 
available Room 3509 from which it advises it can maintain a 
microphone surveillance on King, with full security assured 
and without the use of any wiring. 

t 

We have had prior information that King will meet 
with some of his advisors with communist backgrounds, such —- 

as£§tanl@* Levisda and Harry Wachte^^ These conferences gm -r \ 
with his advisors have shown the communist Influence upon ) 

King relative to the racial situation as well as the Vietnam 
situation. 

^ The New York Office requested authority to make the 

microphone surveillance installation immediately with full 
security assured and also requested authority for expenditure of 
up to *35 p.r d., tor th. .ool^lo^roo.^ ^ .. *, g ^ / £ 

ACTION: -- SGfSpi . t .iL. 

On New York*a assurance tha16 fdll iOcurity was 
aTailable and since time was of the essence, New York was told 
to go ahead with the installation as Ttlwnned and was also 
•athorlzed the necessary expenditure for the monitoring room. 
Inasmuch as the installation will be made today (11/29/65) and 
deactivated immediately upon King’s departure, probably 11/20/65, 
will promptly submit a memorandum to the Attorney General 
iadvising'when the installation was made and when it was taken 

*off.- y }' t *. ^ ^ 6 -* 
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100-106670 

»sdjk ddi 

Exempt 


1IM 1 ° 40 ^ 
. r * +*■—mjx 



ipt fjAa CDS, afbpgorr 
of DecN**jJicauo i\l 


; \jr — ' ' ' - 

*yy.. -t a » • .J . ■ V -• 



ms 


FD-I* *- 72 - 14 ) 


F B I 


Date: 12/1/65 


Transmit the foSlowing in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code > 


(Priority) 












BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLAR3JCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial pulled from this file under court order of 

U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 

MARTIN LUTHER^KINO, JR. 
SM-C 




JUNE 


Re Bureau telephone call dated 10/28/65, 
authorizing misur coverage of KING at the New York Hilton Hotel, 
10/28/65. 

On 10/28/65, at 2:30 p.m., misur coverage was 
effected on room 2307-2308, KING'S rooms at the NY Hilton 
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UNITED STATES GOA 


from p, j. Baumgard ne r 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


J V N R 


DATE: 10/29/65 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Phillips 


Tolaon_ 

Bel moot _ 

Mohr_ 

DeLooch . 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 
Con rod — 
Felt - 

Gale_ 

Rosen_ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter — 
M^Roo 
Ho Lave* _ 
Gandy — 




At 11 a.m.. AO/28/65 I too k a telephone call 
from the New York Office 

vho advised that they had just obtained information that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was to arrive in New York City at 
12:49 p.m. that date (10/28/6 5) and that hg was planning on / 

staying at the Hilt on Hote l. MHmNaid that they b^l( c ) 

were in a positron to install, with full security assured, a j 
microphone surveillance (misur) to cover King's activities / 
because of the communis^inf^iences frequently revealed ( 

concerning King. requested authority for the_■* 

installation and expenditure of $3 0 per day for t he rental 
of a ro om for monitoring purpo ses. jfB^^BHHPF&aid that 
JB^^^^ould be used and 

^||imMHHH^H^HH|^Rp|Bv < 'Be c a u s e time was of the , ' 

essence, I gaveSm^ftbe necessary authority on his^^y^ 
assurance of full security. \r 

The New York Office telephonically^Svised'tddl^ 
(10/29/65) that the misur had been installed to cover King's 
room at the Hilton Hotel but that to date no unusual ** w 


i ntelligen ce had been forthcoming nor was there~~ahy indication 
thalTthere would be. It appeared to the New York Office that 
King's stay in New York City was for the purpose of meeting 
a speech commitment in Westchester County the night of 10/29/65. 
New York advised that the misur would be discontinued immediately 
upon King's departure. * . ^ K f\j 

RECOMMENDATION : / 

In view of the apparent lack of IntelligenceTto- be r 

derived from the misur in thin instance. It In rer.nmnended /. ' 


that no further action be taken. 


t/fa'i. 


is is for your informal 
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ence in racial matters has developed considerable information 
Indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., head 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by individuals 
with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David Levison, 
Barry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others. From time to time. 
King meets with these individuals and coverage of these 
meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of evidence 
of the influences upon King as well as information concerning 
the tactics and plans of King add his organization in the 
civil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings also 
has developed information concerning King's involvement in 
Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take place in^ 
hotel rooms in New York City. 


> 

the, \ 


On October 14, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of October 14, 1965, at the 
Astor Hotel in New York City. We also had information that 
King planned to meet with his advisors while in New York City, 
October 14-15, 1965. Because of the importance of the meeting 
and the urgency of the situation, a microphone surveillance 
was effected October 14, 1965, on King in Room 345, Astor Hotel,!| 
44th Street and Broadway Avenue,. New York City. This surveil- ^ 
lance Involved trespass and was discontinued on October 15, 1965. 

Respectfully, 
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Thin Bureaa*n Urectlfetloa of the communist influ- % , > 

me* la racial natters Mas developed considerable information o l\- J 
ladlcttits the influence upon Martin Lather Ming, Jr., bead 
ef the Southern Christian Leadership Conference/toy individuals 

B subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David Levison, 

Machtel, Bayard Bustla and ethers. From tine to tins, 
aeets with these individuals and coverage of these 
age by this Bureau results In the obtaining of evidence 
* influences upos Ming ss sell ss information concerning 
net lea and plans ef King and his organisation in the 
■civil rights m o v e m e nt, the coverage of these meetings also 
-has developed inforsstlos conce rn ing 1186*0 involvement in the \ 
>yietnan situation, these meetings frecently take place in \ 

[hotel rooms la Mes Tort City. ^ ^ 

lL On October 14, 1965, inforsation vas obtained that 

King vas to spend the night ef October 14, 1965, at the. 

JAster Hotel in lev Tort City. Be also had Information that 
:Cing planned te meet with his .advisors shlle la Mes York City, 

SOctober 144ft, 196&. Bssinsa of tbs importance of the nesting . 
and tbs urgency of the sltaatlea, g nlcrophono surveillance vJL 
sas effected October 24, 2966, on IU« is Boos 945,"Aster Betel, > 
44th Street and Broadvny Avenue, Mes York City. This survsil- 
| lance involved trespass gnd sas discos tin ned o n October 15, 1965. 
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Memor andum from W.C. Sul 1 Iran to Sr* Belmont 
10/14/65 reported the telephonic request of the Hew York Office 
10/14/65 for authority to sake installation of the microphone 
surveillance, la slew of the urgency of the situation and on 


Hen York 



full security, they were Instructed to 
k airtel 10/15/65 report* 
was installed in ftoom 345 , 
discontinued 1 p.a,, 10/15> 
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TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM ; SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER £lm 
SM-C 



JUNE 


„, „ , h7(D) 

On 10/14/65, at 6:00 p.a.,flHHm|^p a mlsur / 
Installed room 3^5, Astor Hotel, Times square, NYC, registered 
to subject. Informant monitored room 445, Astor Hotel. 

On'10/15/65 j at 1:00 p.a., informant discontinued. 

Security assured. 


* * *. J; 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


DATE: 10/14/65 

Belmont 
Sullivan 
Baumgardner 
Donohue 
Phillips 

JUNE 





The New York Office called me this afternoon 
(10/14/65) and advised that Martin Luther King, Jr. t h 
reservation for tonight at the Astor Hotel in New York City. 

He is to be in Room 445. The New York Office has available 
Room 435 from which it advises it can maintain, with 
security assured, a microphone surveillance on King 

King has recently been conferring with his advisors 
witji ^communist backgrounds, such as/"Stanley David Levisoii and 
' Harry YachteX*7on his visits to New York City. Ye have specific 
Information that he plans to seeLEacbtel/on this visit. His 
conferences with these advisors have shown the communist 
influence upon King relative to racial matters as well as 
Vietnam situation. 

The New York Office requested authority to make if 
the microphone installation immediately with full Becuritjr** 
assured. ... f 

ACTION : ' 

On New York's assurance that full security was 
\ available and since time was of essence, I told New York 
] te go ahead with the installation as planned. I also * 11 
I authorized the necessary expenditure for the room foiy; *4/ 

- »onitoring*purposes. 

100-106670 . 
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